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The new distributor for N.S.W. and A.C.T. is the only 
dealer authorised by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars for this 


region. 


The Managing Director, Stephen Timperley (20 years 
with Rolls-Royce) and all the dedicated staff (200 years of 
combined experience) are committed to total customer 


care as their first priority. 


To provide continuity of service the Service team from 
York Motors have transferred to the new dealership. 
We pick up and deliver your car if required at no 


charge. 


We have the most comprehensive supply of genuine spare 


parts backed up with an exclusive three years’ warranty, 


including labour. Factory input for service techniques 
provide the most cost effective methods of maintenance. 
There are special service rates for cars built before 1986 


and special parts pricing for Club members. 


Whether you wish to buy, sell or maintain your motor car, 


this dealership will be happy to assist you. 


Please note we operate a 24 hour emergency service... 


All you do is call 0414 888 599. 


RUSHCUTTERS BAY 


NEW SOUTH HEAD RD 


Open 6 days or by appointment 


46 Neild Avenue 
Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 
Telephone: (02) 9380 8188 
Facsimile: (02) 9380 7188 
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A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 
Part 2 of a series by Richard Mann, tracing his 
career with H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd 


SDW491. A thirty year affair with a beautiful lady 
Stan Spackman looks back on three decades of 
magnificent motoring in his Silver Cloud III 


Just Coasting Along 
Jeanne Eve takes us on the epic Coast-to-Coast 
Overlander by Vice-Regal Phantom V 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley 1997 Models Drive Day 
Mark Babidge was fortunate enough to have 
been invited to take part in the new models 
release and drive day in Perth 


Victoria Branch 40th Anniversary Celebrations 
A brief account of an important milestone in the 
life of our second oldest Branch 


Front Cover Photo: 

In July 1967 Stan Spackman had the good fortune to have purchased this superb Silver 
Cloud I!1 (SDW491) when it was less than four years old. Stan, himself a skilled and 
enthusiastic driver, firmly maintains that the Silver Cloud II is an ideal car for enterprising 
drivers, offering effortless performance and sure-footed handling as well as the peerless 
standard of comfort that we associate with the Silver Cloud series. SDW491 was delivered 
in the strikingly attractive colour scheme of Garnet over Dusk Grey, and Stan has 
scrupulously maintained the original appearance and presentation of the car throughout 
the three decades of his ownership. Photo taken by George Forbes (Vic.) at the Royal 
Yacht Club of Victoria on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of Stan's ownership. 


Founder rejoins 

Our Club’s Australian Capital Terri- 
tory Branch was recently pleased to 
accept as a member, after an absence 


R.R.O.C. of Australia Founder Member Paul 
Samuels who, after an absence of some 
years, has rejoined the Club. Photo by 
George Forbes (Vic.). 
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r saloon models acquire amesh-type grille as seen 
on the Continental R on the front cover of P.2-97. The Turbo R will also receive the 400bhp ‘T’ 
specification engine, becoming the Turbo RAT. The light pressure turbocharged Brooklands will 
be replaced by the Brooklands R, with improved suspension and micro alloy disc brakes. 


from the Club of some years, one of the 
Club’s original Foundation Members, 
Paul Samuels. 

Paul was instrumental in bringing 
together the group of 18 enthusiasts who 
formed the embryonic Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia in Sydney in 
1956. He has purchased the handsome 
and desirable 1936 Bentley 41% Litre 
Gurney Nutting coupe (B201HM) from 
New South Wales Branch member Keith 
Stammers. 

Welcome back! 


New Distributor 


As briefly announced in the last issue, 
a new Importer and Distributor for Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley motor cars has been 
appointed for New South Wales and the 
Australian Capital Territory. This is Fox, 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley, of 46 Neild 
Avenue, Rushcutters Bay. 

Members in New South Wales and 
the A.C.T. received press releases with 
their last PRAECLARUM. For the benefit 
of members in the other States and Ter- 
ritories, | have pleasure in announcing 
that the new Distributor’s Chairman is 


Lindsay Fox, who is a Club member (Vic- 
toria Branch) and who describes himself 
as “a great admirer and supporter of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley for many 
years". He has appointed Stephen 
Timperley as Managing Director, point- 
ing out that “Stephen's knowledge of the 
products and experience at Crewe and in 
the field will be of great benefit to our 
customers”. 

Stephen began his career with Rolls- 
Royce in 1977 on the factory floor at 
Crewe and therefore has a true ‘hands- 
on’ background. He has since held a 
number of sales and distribution posts 
and in 1995 was appointed Regional 
Manager for South East Asia and 
Australasia, based in Singapore. He has 
now relocated to Sydney and become a 
member of our Club (New South Wales 
Branch), so | take this opportunity, on 
behalf of the Club, to welcome Stephen 
to Australia and to the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia. 

Most of the highly experienced York 
Motors after-sales team have transferred 
to Fox, Rolls-Royce & Bentley, thus 
ensuring continuity of personal service 
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On a recent trip to California for relaxation purposes, Steve Stuckey took these pictures of the 1937 Phantom III (3AX79) that was owned by Field 


Marshall Viscount Montgomery of Alamein during World War II until 1963 (to Steve, ‘relaxation’ means ‘looking at Phantom Ills’). The close-up of 
the unusual H.J. Mulliner coachwork shows the distinctive reverse-raked vee windscreen. The old chestnut that this was designed to prevent the 
sun reflecting off the windscreen and giving Monty's position away to the Luftwaffe is certainly apocryphal as the car was built for de Havilland 
Chairman Alan Samuel Butler and was used by Generals Sir William Ironside and Sir Alan Brook, then Field Marshall Viscount Gort before Monty. 
Steve says that the burn mark on the back seat from Churchill's cigar is also mythical! 3AX79, with 340,000 miles up, is now owned by Harry Clark. 


for customers in the region. 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


Some members have queried the 
aims and purpose of our new Found- 
ation. The fact is that there is absolutely 
nothing to fear and a great deal to be 
gained from this initiative. The Found- 
ation in no sense seeks to take over any 
of the functions of the Club or its 
Branches and is certainly not in competi- 
tion with the Club nor indeed with any 
other body. It is a stand-alone organisa- 
tion which was set up on the Club’s 
initiative as a support organisation for 
this Club. All four Foundation Trustees 
are respected R.R.O.C. members of long 
standing, and the Foundation's Advisory 
Committee includes a representative 
from each Branch of the R.R.O.C. of 
Australia, which is the only club mention- 
ed in the Foundation's Trust Deed. 

The possibilities are very exciting and 
the things that you will see starting to 
happen in respect to the Foundation 
could not and would not have happened 
in the absence of the Foundation. 


Company Blower Bentley 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd have in- 
formed us that they have purchased at 
the Brooks Auction at the Goodwood 
Festival of Speed a fine example of a 
Vintage Bentley 414 Litre Supercharged. 
The Company had been seeking to ac- 
quire an example of a ‘Blower’ Bentley to 
display the early days of the Bentley 
legend. This is a step in what appears to 


be an emerging Company policy of build- 
ing up a small but representative collec- 
tion of earlier Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars to display at a museum at 
Crewe. | will keep you posted on this. 


Commission or Specify? 


It seems that nowadays one does not 
merely purchase a new Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley motor car. In a subtle change in 
the parlance now adopted by the 
Company, one commissions a Rolls- 
Royce car. On the other hand, if you 


yearn for the admiring glances of the 
knowing few who appreciate the glories 
of the Company's other marque, you 
might prefer to specify a Bentley. 
Depending upon what special 
features you wish to commission (or 
specify), the coachbuilding arm of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd might be involved 
in the process. Mulliner Park Ward, 
having been absorbed into the Crewe 
factory complex earlier this decade, is 
now being separated into its original con- 
stituents, in that if you are commissioning 


Events List 


Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 
Secretary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full 
details of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


August 24 
Ferny Grove. 


September 14 
September 21 


September 28 


October 19 


Qld. British Car Clubs Day, The Australian Woolshed, 


A.C.T. Day run to Namadgi National Park and barbecue. 
Vic. Day run to Fox Proving Ground, Anglesea. 


Qld. Run to Ipswich and a tour of the Historic Trail 
around the town. 


Vic. Day run to historic Williamstown and lunch at the 


Royal Victorian Motor Yacht Club. 


November 16 


April 9-13, 1998 


Vic. Silver Wraith Day, Winchelsea. 


Federal. 40th Annual Federal Rally, Phillip Island, 
Victoria. Hosted by the Victoria Branch. 
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1996 Wholly Ghost Tour 


Donations for Silver Ghost research 


From Keith Wherry (N.S.W.) 


The 1996 Australian Wholly Ghost Tour, organised in con- 
junction with the Silver Ghost Association, was one of the most 
successful fund-raising events ever held by our Club. 

In addition to the monies collected on behalf of the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service and donated to them, which exceeded 
$30,000, sufficient surplus funds were obtained to make sub- 
stantial donations for the purpose of Silver Ghost.research. 

In view of the fact that the Wholly Ghost Tour participants 
were made up almost equally of British, North American and 
Australian Silver Ghost enthusiasts, it was felt appropriate that 
the surplus should be distributed for the purpose of Silver Ghost 
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Following the establishment of the Sir Henry Royce Found- 
ation in Australia the sum of $12,000 was recently donated to 
the Foundation to be used for the purpose of collating material 
for Silver Ghost research. 

Similarly, at the recent Annual Rally of the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club at Althorp, a cheque for £6,000 was donated 
to the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation in the U.K. 

The above photograph, taken at Althorp, shows, from left to 
right: Keith Wherry, Co-Convenor, Australian Wholly Ghost 
Tour; Frank Shaw, Chairman, Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation; David Evans, Chairman, R.R.E.C.; David Jones, 


research in the respective countries. 


a Rolls-Royce car, Park Ward will assist 
with any special features that you re- 
quire. On the other hand, if your prefer- 
ence is to specify a Bentley, Mulliner is 
the ‘coachbuilder’ for you! Of course in 
both cases the work will be carried out by 
the same craftsmen in the same area of 
the factory. Before Mulliner Park Ward 
was relocated to Crewe, this area was 
known as the Special Features Depart- 
ment, though it should be emphasised 
that in line with the growth in demand for 
individual features, these activities have 
enormously out-grown the rather small 
area that was once allocated. 

This is all part of the aim to increas- 
ingly market the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley marques separately, with due 
emphasis on the unique and special 
attributes of each. It is certain that the 
current Rolls-Royce and Bentley four- 
door saloon models will be the last to 
share a common body style between 
both marques. 


Sections 

You might have noticed that what 
were previously listed as ‘Sub-Branches’ 
in the front of PRAECLARUM are now 
listed as ‘Sections’. A conflict between 


Chairman, Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. 


the W.A. Branch’s use of the term ‘Sub- 
Branch' for its Northern Territory off- 
shoot and the Victoria Branch’s 
preference for ‘Section’ for its Tasmanian 
group, was amicably resolved by Federal 
Council in Perth, with the Victorian term- 
inology winning the day. Thus, in the 
interest of standardisation, both groups 
are now known as Sections. 


Mystery 20 h.p. 

The ‘mystery’ Twenty Horsepower in 
P.6-95 (p.2654) has finally been iden- 
tified. Martin McCarthy (N.S.W.) writes 
that it is GUK53, a saloon by Kellow- 
Falkiner, now owned by A.C.T. Branch 
member Gienn Watkins. 

Martin also mentions that he needs a 
pair of front wings for his own 20 h.p. 
(GAJ32). If you have rebodied or res- 
tored a Twenty (or perhaps an early 
20/25) and have a pair of front 
mudguards left over it would be 
appreciated if you could let Martin know 
on 049-95-6197. 


This issue 

As foreshadowed in my last Editorial, 
this issue includes Stan Spackman's ex- 
cellent article on his thirty years of owner- 


ship of Silver Cloud II] SDW491. This car 
was less than four years old when Stan 
purchased it in July 1967. Are there any 
parallels to this elsewhere in the Club? 

A word on SDW491’s colour scheme 
of Garnet over Dusk Grey might be 
appropriate here as Stan only mentions 
it in passing in his article. Garnet is the 
deepest of dark, dark reds andis a ‘solid’ 
(i.e. non-metallic) colour. Dusk Grey on 
the other hand is metallic and contains a 
small amount of red tint that gives it a 
subtly pinkish hue in certain lights. This 
was intended specifically to make it 
suitable for pairing with Garnet in two- 
tone schemes, to which of course the 
Silver Cloud body shape lends itself par- 
ticularly well. Both colours were new for 
the Silver Cloud IIl and had not been 
available on the earlier models. The com- 
bination of these colours, with Garnet as 
the upper colour, is supremely elegant. 
Small wonder that Stan was “transfixed” 
when he first caught sight of SDW491. 

For my own part, | first saw this car in 
Domain Road, South Yarra, on a Club 
run soon after Stan bought it in 1967. } 
recall that | too was transfixed! 


Martin Bennett 
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From the new Federal President 


Well here | am in the hot seat! Federal 
President for the next two years, God 
willing. Thank you to all who have ex- 
pressed confidence in my abilities to rep- 
resent you and the Club at a National 
level. | sincerely hope | can live up to your 
expectations to a standard which befits 
the honour you have bestowed upon me. 
Thank you also to the many who have 
offered their congratulations and support 
since the election. 

Let me also pay a belated tribute to 
David Vann, who so ably held this 
venerable position for the last three 
years. | think that we as a Club can only 
admire David for taking on the position at 
what was a difficult time, managing as he 
did to dispell any ill-will and achieve a 
sense of calm and harmony. David’s 
other great achievement was of course 
the establishment of the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation, of which more later in these 
notes. 

My mentor David has taught me a 
great deal, including how to make best 
use of a Secretary, and | hope to carry on 
the good work with the same sense of 
commitment and enthusiasm as did 
David. 

| would also like to welcome aboard 
our new Federal Secretary this year, Kim 
Stapleton. | am looking forward to work- 
ing with Kim and of course continuing to 
work with David Miller as Federal 
Treasurer. 


New Dealership for N.S.W. & A.C.T. 


We as a Club were very pleased with 
the announcement that a company 
owned by Mr Lindsay Fox — Fox, Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley — has been appointed 
as the new representative for Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd in the New South 
Wales and the Australian Capital Ter- 
ritory region. Lindsay is a Club member 
and is well known in motoring circles and 
his collection of motor cars, which in- 
cludes a number of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars, is equally well known. | look 
forward to visiting the showrooms and 
workshop at Rushcutters Bay and meet- 
ing Stephen Timperley next time | am in 
Sydney. 


Inter-Clubs and Spare Parts Meetings 
Neil McLean of the W.A. Branch most 


ably represented our Club at the Inter- 
Clubs Meeting of the various Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley clubs and at the 
immediately following Spare Parts Meet- 
ing with the Company, both held at the 
Hunt House in June. On the spare parts 
front Neil has been able to report impor- 
tant progress in that the Company now 
recognises that Silver Shadows are com- 
ing into the ownership of enthusiasts who 
may not necessarily have the means to 
maintain the car using genuine parts due 
to their high cost. The Company has 
therefore signalled an intention to reduce 
the prices of a range of Silver Shadow 
parts in particular, thus avoiding to some 
extent the use of non-genuine parts or 
the sourcing of parts from other makes of 
car to ‘make do’. This will go far in 
protecting the integrity of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars and their reputation for 
excellence and reliability. 

Neil will be submitting a report on both 
meetings to the Federal Executive and 
this will be published in the next issue of 
PRAECLARUM. 


2004 


In the last issue Keith Wherry dis- 
tributed a survey seeking expressions of 
interest from members who may wish to 
participate in the various functions to be 
held around the world in 2004 to 
celebrate the centenary of the fateful 
meeting of Messrs Rolls and Royce. 

lurge you to take a minute, if you have 
not already done so, to complete the 
questionaire and return it to Keith at your 
earliest opportunity. 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


The Foundation is now becoming well 
established. It has a budget which will 
enable it to undertake some early initia- 
tives and more importantly to progress 
into the future. 

| have remarked to David Jones, the 
Foundation’s Chairman, and to others, 
that | think it is important that the Found- 
ation maintain strong communication 
with the R.R.O.C.A. if it is to enjoy the 
continued support of the Club. It is pleas- 
ing therefore to see the regular updates 
in ‘Foundation Corner’ in PRAECLARUM 
and to hear that Trustees are addressing 
various Branch meetings as the oppor- 


tunity arises. These are positive steps for 
the Foundation and the Club. 

Support from each Branch is neces- 
sary for the Foundation to be successful 
in achieving the aims which the Club has 
established in the Deed Constituting the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation, and | urge 
each Branch to consider making financial 
contributions and expressing their sup- 
port for it in other tangible ways such as 
the donation of memorabilia, books, and 
so on. The Foundation is, after all, a great 
enhancement to the Club and one which 
will, in time and with proper support, 
come to be a source of invaluable inform- 
ation to Club members. 


Liaison with the Branches 


During my term as Federal President 
| will be making an effort to visit each 
Branch and Section at least once, and 
would like to time my visits to coincide 
with a significant event or function which 
a Branch has organised. Though | will 
shortly write to each Branch Secretary 
separately, please regard this as an open 
invitation to the Branches to keep me up 
to date on any important forthcoming 
activity so that | can plan my visits 
accordingly. 

If there are any other ways in which | 
might be able to assist the Branches, 
please do not heitate to contact me and 
| will do my best. 


Branch co-operation 


Given the geographical nature of our 
Club and the far-flung main population 
centres of our Branches it is not easy for 
us to get together as often as we might 
like. It is therefore of great benefit to the 
Club that from time to time some of our 
Branches are able to overcome these 
difficulties and get together for an event. 
Recently the New South Wales Branch 
invited members of the A.C.T. Branch to 
join them for the Bruce Ross Memorial 
Run. That turned out to be a great suc- 
cess. During August members from 
South Australia and the A.C.T. will meet 
up with the Victoria Branch in Swan Hill 
for a weekend of ‘bonding’ (aka ‘having 
a good time with cars’). Perhaps we will 
see coverage of these events in 
PRAECLARUM, and will see this sort of 
interaction between the Branches cont- 
inue and even increase in the future. 


Happy and safe motoring, 
lan Dunn 
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Silver Shadow long wheelbase saloon. The Everflex roof covering was part of this model's standard specification, very few cars being supplied 
with painted roofs. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 2 — long wheelbase saloons, Corniche, Camargue, and the move to Hythe Road. 


Richard Mann, former Senior Quality 
Engineer at the Rolls-Royce London 
Coachbuilding Division, Mulliner Park 
Ward, continues his multi-part series which 
commenced in PRAECLARUM 2-97. 


After reading Part 1 of this article, 
BWB (Brian William Baigent) called 
reminding me how much we enjoyed our- 
selves at MPW, working with so many 
varied characters of the ‘old school’, some 
of whom had served forty years or more in 
the coachbuilding trade. We were both car 
enthusiasts and Brian always said that 
working for a company was one thing; to 
enjoy working there was a real and 
tangible bonus. 

Ihave mentioned the production of the 
Camargue at Hythe Road, and it is per- 
tinent to write a little on the various sites 
there. The Company’s three-storey, 
purpose-built Service & Repair Centre 
opened in November 1939 and was known 
as ‘A’ Block. During the War the Service 
Centre was used for overhauling Merlin 
aero engines and building wings for Miles 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


Magister trainer aircraft. The main part of 
the ground floor became a training school 
for tank drivers. Some servicing of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars used by the War 
Office was also undertaken. 

The original plan to produce an adjoin- 
ing mirror image of ‘A’ Block with an 
enclosed area was not proceeded with. 
However, a new building was constructed 
after the War to house the Service Spares 
Department and the Car Finishing Centre 
(CFC). This building was ‘B’ Block. 

The six-light bodies for the Silver 
Cloud/Bentley S Series long wheelbase 
chassis had been adapted from standard 
saloon bodies by Park Ward, and the Com- 
pany decided that they (by now H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward Ltd) should also produce 
the Silver Shadow long wheelbase body 
shells. Around 1968 the Company, realis- 
ing that the HJMPW site in High Road, 
Willesden had insufficient capacity to 
produce the Phantom V, the Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T Series coachbuilt 
models and the projected volume of long 
wheelbase bodies, purchased the vacant 


Triplex buildings next to the Service 
Centre, which became ‘C’ Site. During 
1968 the lwb body build line was con- 
structed in ‘C’ Site. The standard bodies 
for extension to long wheelbase were 
received less rear doors and roof panel, the 
latter item being produced by an outside 
supplier, Albany Jig & Tool. The ‘feeder’ 
areas, such as press shop, detail shop and 
various stores were also created, and the 
Phantom V (which was about to become 
Phantom VI) assembly lines were trans- 
ferred from High Road. 

Back to the script. The Camargue 
(code-named ‘Delta’, model DY20) 
Bodies-In- White (BIW) were produced on 
a relatively modern line, for a traditional 
coachbuilder, using an oval-shaped line 
known as the ‘carousel’, where the 
prepared underframes were bolted onto 
trolleys on which they moved through the 
various build stations. At each stage the 
trolleys were lowered and clamped into 
position before build commenced. From 
the build line the bodies went into sealed 
booths where the various panel joints were 


Photographs courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 
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Silver Shadow standard saloon bodies were modified by H.J, Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd to make 
long wheelbase saloons. This entailed cutting the bodies in half and rejoining with a four-inch 
extension spot-welded in. New, longer rear door panels came from an outside supplier. 


lead-loaded, then to the metal finishing 
area to have the leaded joints finished and 
any other imperfections corrected. The 
lwb and Corniche bodies went through the 
same process, and all bodies were coated 
with rust preventative oil before shipping 
to Crewe. 

On arrival at Crewe the bodies were 
placed in store and drawn out as required 
to Crewe’s White line, the bodies being 
checked for damage and rectified before 
being passed to the Paint Shop. The bodies 
were thoroughly cleaned before passing 
through the multiple-stage rust-proofing 
treatment. The bodies were undersealed 
and painted with a ‘guide coat’, which was 
used during the early stages of painting to 
ensure that minor surface irregularites 
were eradicated. 

After these initial treatments were com- 
pleted the bodies were placed on trolleys 
and moved to the ‘pre-mount’ area where 
they could be rotated around their long- 
itudinal axis in order to install the 
‘plumbing’ (fuel and hydraulic lines), the 
brake pedal and its mechanism assembly 
(known as the ‘rat-trap’) and various ancil- 
liary items such as the battery cable. The 
bodies were then righted and the various 
wiring looms and the intrument board 
together with the actual instruments were 
fitted. The bodies were then moved to the 
overhead ‘mount line’ where the front sub- 
frame with engine, transmission and steer- 
ing units, and the rear subframe with final 
drive, were assembled onto the body. 

The bodies, now complete mechanical- 
ly, were known as Bodies-in-Brown (BIB) 
and, with a slave seat fitted, could be 
driven. They were then (except for the lwb 
saloons) returned to Mulliner Park Ward in 
London where, depending on the model, 
they went through various trimming and 
assembly operations before going to the 
Paint Shop where the bodies were prepared 
for painting using Crewe’s guide coat, un- 
dercoated and primed, then colour finish 
painted. 


Rolls-Royce mystique in those days 
held that each car received so many coats 
of paint. This was not always so! On occas- 
ions, if the Paint Shop Inspectors were less 
than completely happy with the paint 
finish, a car would be partially or even 
totally repainted! 


The Corniche, in both Convertible and (until the end of 1980) the two-door Saloon, was the 


The DY20 body, with its comparitively 
straight contours, required the very best 
panel-beaters to ensure the correct shape 
and finish. These cars took longer to finish 
than planned, leading to late deliveries of 
cars. The old service pits in ‘A’ Block were 
filled in and this area was used for finishing 


“— 


mainstay of Mulliner Park Ward's work. This 1973 Convertible is DRH14336, owned by Jim 


Redman (N.S.W.). Photo by the Editor. 


The Corniche was built up on an underframe supplied by Pressed Steel Fisher. This is a 


Convertible underframe. That for the two-door Saloon came complete with the roof structure. 


a 


2986 


a cael = 
Hythe Road in its heyday as the Company's London Service and Repair Depét. The Mulliner 
Park Ward London Coachbuilding Division moved from Park Ward's original High Road site to 


here, in several stages. 


the Camargue. In 1977 a decision was 
made to have these bodies supplied by 
Park Sheet Metal, and in 1978 the BIW 
tooling was removed from the Hythe Road 
build line. Park Sheet Metal are said to 
have been less than happy with some of the 
tooling received from Hythe Road, and it 
is rumoured that the Company spent more 
replacing tooling than our total budget to 
get the first Camargue on the road — 
around £1,000,000. These later Cam- 
argues were built at Crewe and may be 
identified by their stepsill ‘coachbuilder’ 
nameplates, although a few owners of later 


(Crewe-built) cars have fitted the earlier 
nameplates to their cars, such is the value 
placed on the appellation Mulliner Park 
Ward! This move of Camargue build to 
Crewe was to be the first in a plan to 
consolidate the London Divisions at Hythe 
Road and led, inevitably, to the closure of 
the original Park Ward High Road site. 
After DY20 build was transferred to 
Crewe, the first task for the Engineering 
Department was to adapt the BIW line at 
Hythe Road to build Corniche bodies, 
which until this stage had been built at 
High Road. Whilst such an adaptation 
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might seem straight-forward, the under- 
frames being much the same, in fact there 
was a difficulty in that the DY20 was built 
to Pininfarina’s metric grid-lines. As an 
example, the British longitudinal grid had 
its datum on the front face of the dash (the 
panel rising from the toeboard or, in U.S. 
parlance, the firewall) whereas ’Farina’s 
was the centre-line of the front wheels. 
BWB reminded me that whilst British 
companies were being encouraged to 
adopt ‘metrication’, the Company chose to 
change only as and when necessary. 

Hythe Road began producing Corniche 
bodies in 1979, though for the time being 
High Road continued building bodies on 
the old build line. Bodies produced at both 
sites were finished at High Road. This 
situation continued for about a year until 
the new Paint and Finishing Shops at 
Hythe Road were commissioned in 1980. 

The late 1970s and ’80s were hectic 
years for Rolls-Royce in London, and 
rumours were rife. One morning EH (Ted 
Holland, Engineering Manager) bowled 
into the Drawing Office calling all 
draughtsmen and designers together to 
announce that we would be moving to 
Hythe Road. 

The Company had bought vacant 
properties on the other side of the road 
from ‘C’ Site (the former Triplex site) 
which had previously been owned by 
Lampson-Paragon and Sealocrete. EH 
arranged that we should all visit the site of 
the new finishing area. Whilst the existing 
office buildings of one site were retained, 
the rest were unsuitable for use and were 


An early (Hythe Road built) Camargue. From 1978 Camargue production was moved to Crewe, where a special finishing line was set up. 
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Clearing c operations, Hythe Road ‘D’ and ‘E é Sites, June 1979. ‘The Cason Peragar and Sealocrete Anes have been demolished. The retained 
office building is to the left of the cement mixer. ‘A’ Site (the Service Centre) is in the middle background. Later, the houses along Hythe Road, to 
the right of the picture, were also demolished. 


demolished. They became ‘D’ and ‘E’ 
Sites. During 1979/80 new, buildings were 
constructed to house the new Finishing 
Shop and an up to date Paint Shop together 
with a Trim Shop and its stores on the first 
floor. The cars were moved sideways on 
sets of parallel tracks, each car wheel rest- 
ing on a ‘skate’ as they were known, 
travelling to the paint spray booths and 
ovens and thence to the various assembly, 
trim and electrical sections. At the end of 
each line the bodies were moved across to 
the next line, then moving back down the 
shop in the opposite direction. 

The almost complete cars were driven A view across Hythe Road from the Service Centre towards ‘D’ and 'E’ Sites, later in 1979. The 
across Hythe Road less bumpers and, new Finishing Centre is seen under construction. 


sometimes, less lamps. All was well until 
one day the local policeman took excep- 
tion to this practice! Boards were made to 
carry side/tail and indicator lamps which, 
of course, were very rarely used. 

The Engineering Departments were the 
last to leave the old Park Ward works, in 
early 1981. Ournew domicile was to be the 
upper floor of ‘B’ Block’s two-storey 
office buildings. From this vantage point 
we enjoyed wonderful views over Worm- 
wood Scrubs open space (including the 
prison) and could see the western part of  Checicaanees 
London. Only the service road separated == a | (REE 2 Ree oo 
us from the Grand Union Canal and, : 
especially during the summer, we could 
watch the various craft pass by. The 
Queen’s Household Cavalry used Worm- 
wood Scrubs to practice their routines and 
the firing of multiple gun salutes. 

Those were most memorable days! 

To be continued. as 


The Triplex office building next to the Hythe Road Service Centre after acquisition by Rolls-Royce. 
This building and the house on the right were demolished and their sites became a car park. 
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1963 Silver Cloud iil (SD wag 1) owned since July 1967 by Stan Spackman. The attractive colours are Garnet and Dusk Grey. Photo by the Editor. 


SDW491 


PRECLARVM 


A thirty year affair with a beautiful lady 


By Stan Spackman (Vic.) 


“The pleasure that I found in driving the Silver Cloud came from a balance of qualities that is unique in my experience. The result 
is that the car gives you high performance motoring as near effortless as it can be under all the varied road conditions experienced 
on the test. The surprising thing to me is how well adapted the car is to modern traffic conditions. Indeed it tends to solve many 
contemporary motoring problems. Motoring of this kind cannot be anything but expensive, but I would say that in terms of sheer 
motoring pleasure, safety and durability, the Rolls-Royce is excellent value ... As a big, luxurious car that can nevertheless be 
driven ina highly sporting manner, there is nothing quite like it.” 


Stan Spackman has owned SDW491 since 
it was less than four years old. Here he 
looks back on thirty years of satisfying 
ownership and compares his impressions 
and experiences with those of Grand Prix 
driver Tony Brooks, who subjected a Silver 
Cloud III to vigorous testing in 1963. 


Ihave been invited to render an account 
of my affair with a beautiful lady and I do 
so in the sure knowledge that she would 
permit me to do so, since I know her and 
her ways so very well after some thirty 
years of co-habitation. 

But where to start? I will begin with the 


Tony Brooks, summing up the qualities of the Silver Cloud III 
after driving it far and fast for 2,700 searching miles, 1963. 


first spark of interest in the species which 
manifested itself about 65 years ago when 
as a small child in Islington, London N.7, 
I would watch a man, dressed in an 
immaculate black tunic, leather gaiters, 
well-polished boots and a soft black cap 
with shiny peak, cleaning a car which had 
a mirror-bright metal arch to its centre 
front, above which stood a silver statuette 
of a divine winged female, possibly an 
angel. 

He would repeat this ritual each morn- 
ing, but I never saw him or the car move 
off because I had to go to school before he 
would finish his task and we moved to 


Cricklewood N.W.2, before I could be so 
bold as to further our acquaintance. 
Being a product of the days when 
children were seen but not heard, I used to 
listen to adult conversation with interest, 
especially when the subject of cars was 
raised and I very quickly understood that 
there was something rather special about 
one make called Rolls-Royce. My father 
used to say that it was the only car in the 
world whose engine could be dismantled 
without the use of a hammer. Also that 
there were many pedestrian fatalities be- 
cause folk could not hear these cars 
approaching. Bearing in mind that the 
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Above: Stan's daughters with SDW491 soon after acquisition in 1967. 
From left to right they are Helen, Marcia and Julie. Right: SDW491's 
speedometer at the end of its calibration at 120mph on the Newell 
Highway in New South Wales in the late 1960s, recorded with a small 
pocket camera by Stan’s daughter Helen, who was then twelve years old. 
Note the Ride Control switch on the side of the steering column in the ‘H’ 
(for Hard) position, which has the effect of stiffening all four shock 
absorbers on these Australian specification Silver Cloud Ills. 


horse and cart era was still with us, and 
such motorised vehicles as were around 
were usually quite noisy, there is probably 
a good deal of truth in this. One can im- 
agine how, on a foggy London day or 
night, a Ghostly Phantom would suddenly 
loom and snare you with devastating 
efficiency. It occurs to me that considering 
the management crew who ran the 
Company in those 
days, who were not 
noted for having a 
total lack of whimsy, 
this may have been the 
real reason for the 
change in the colour of 
the badge! 

Another discussion 
centred around the 
engine that had powered the Schneider 
Trophy winning seaplane, being 
transplanted into a boat (I think it was Miss 
England ) and setting a new world water 
speed record; then being further installed 
into a car (Bluebird ) and setting another 
world record in that. I’ve always admired 
the way the Company has never allowed 
the truth to get in the way of a good story! 

Then came the Battle of Britain 
wherein our superb Spitfires, powered by 
the big V-12, in the hands of the gallant 
Few, could knock anything out of the sky 
that Jerry cared to front with, this at odds 
of seven and eight to one. 

So much for my well established and 
ultimately justified conviction that Rolls- 
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Royce cars and their Bentley counterparts 
are indeed the finest in the world, but that 
ownership of one would always be out of 
my reach. For a start, however much I 
earned in my trade as a designer-cutter of 
ladies’ coats and costumes, my wages were 
always spent by week’s end in those 
carefree days of being single. 

Marriage didn’t improve matters, but 


“The acceleration of the car is extremely good. You can leave black marks on 
the road from a standing start, and with automatic transmission that is really 
something. The acceleration is good up through the gears. This is noticeable 
even at 90 miles an hour; when you throw your foot right down, the accel- 
eration is still impressive.” 


Grand Prix driver Tony Brooks on the Silver Cloud Ill, 1963. 


when my first daughter Helen arrived, I 
realised that, as Mr. Hammerstein said, ‘“‘a 
son is a son, but you have to be a father to 
a girl” and to do that properly is expensive, 
as we all know. 

So, by dint of a combination of hard 
work and low cunning and rather to my 
own surprise, I eventually found myself 
within range of achieving a childhood 
‘impossible’ dream. 

By this time the Silver Cloud HI had 
been introduced and having read of its 
appointments, construction and dazzling 
performance, I considered that not only 
would this model be for me, but that it was 
probably what the Chief Engineer himself 
would have regarded as his personal ultim- 


ate. And I still believe that. It is at least, 
along with the Phantom VI, the last car that 
can trace its ancestry back to the ideas and 
ideals of our great founder. This is not to 
say that I do not respect the opinions of 
those who may differ. 

I test drove three cars, courtesy of the 
Victorian Rolls-Royce & Bentley agents 
Kellow-Falkiner Pty Ltd. The first was a 
basic all black car, ex- 
British High Commis- 
sioner, then the ex- 
Lord Mayoral car, a 
long wheelbase saloon 
with division, cocktail 
cabinet, etc., and 
another in irridescent 
Steel Blue which had 
all options, excepting 
air conditioning, which I regarded as an 
unfortunate omission in a car of this stat- 
ure. All of these cars were in the £5,000 
bracket. (It was 1967 and although we had 
changed to dollars, everybody still spoke 
in imperial terms where cars were con- 
cerned.) 

The following Saturday’s edition of 
The Age listed a Silver Cloud II, also at 
Kellows, showing 26,000 miles, with all 
possible options and priced at £7,250, 
which was somewhat more than I had 
planned to invest. I therefore decided not 
to visit the showrooms that day because 
they would be open and I did not wish to 
fall prey to unwise temptation. 

The next day, being a Sunday, in 


company with daughter Mk 2, Julie, I 
made the trip down to Russell Street and 
almost before we were stationary I decided 
that this was it. Forget the price, I was 
transfixed! 

On Monday morning at 9.00 am. I 
telephoned Alan Stone, the courteous and 
pleasant salesman (who remains my friend 
to this day) and asked him if he would be 
so kind as to bring it out for a test. He 
acquiesced, and having agreed a fair trade- 
in for the Snipe, SDW491 was now 
entrusted to my care. 

The car was originally imported for 
stock by Kellows, who had dared to 
specify Garnet over Dusk Grey, and dis- 
played at the 1964 Melbourne Motor 
Show, from whence it was purchased by 
Sir Charles Sylvester Booth, Chairman of 
Australian Paper Mills and Chairman of 
the Australian Staff College. He relin- 
quished it in 1967 in accordance with 
APM’s policy of a new car every three 
years and it passed into my care on 14 July, 
1967. 

Alan Stone came to see me again about 
a week later and informed me that another 
intended purchaser had instructed him to 
“give me back my purchase money plus 
however much in excess of that sum that I 
might reasonably ask”. I was given to 
understand that he was mortified at having 
missed out by a mere 30 minutes. I know 
how the poor chap must have felt and my 
heart went out to him, but like love, it’s all 
in the game. 

I just happened to be the successful 
suitor and I’ve been lucky all my life! 

By happy coincidence my purchase 
occurred at school holiday time so what 
better opportunity to try her out! I should 
add that this was in those halcyon days of 
no speed restrictions outside cities and 
towns. Perhaps I should also add that the 


Club Constitution of the day required 
members to demonstrate the capabilities of 
their cars to other motorists. She recorded 
the following figures (in old fashioned 


Silver Cloud III Ride Control 


Tony Brooks: 

“Let's turn to the hard and soft ride 
control. All its doing is to give you a 
stiffer movement at the rear of the car 
if you have got a heavy load. But it 
seems to me from the cornering point 
of view it was upsetting the balance 
of the car. Couldn't one have this 
switch operating on all four shock 
absorbers so that one has an honest- 
to-goodness hard ride as opposed to 
a compromise?” 


S.H. Grylls: 

“It is only a compromise if you 
judge it from a severely sporting point 
of view. With the present system you 
have the kind of ride that most people 
expect from a Rolls-Royce and, as 
you'll agree, you can drive the car in 
avery enterprising way if you want to.” 


The facts: 

Silver Cloud Ills for export to 
Australia (and certain other countries) 
had ride contro! on all four shock 
absorbers. This in no way adversely 
affected ‘the kind of ride that most 
people expect from a Rolls-Royce’ 
and avoids upsetting the handling of 
the car by having stiffened rear damp- 
ing while the front remains soft. It is 
inconceivable that S.H. Grylls, as 
Chief Engineer, would have been un- 
aware of the four-wheel export ride 
control system. 
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One of Louis Klemantaski's superb photographs of the Silver Cloud II! from the booklet A new look at Rolls-Royce motoring, published in 1963. 


terms): 0-50 in 6.4 seconds; 0-60 in 8 
seconds. 120mph* was always easily 
attainable. On the Newell Highway we 
could cruise at 110-115mph with ease over 
long stretches, which became a normal 
practice over a period of time. This, how- 
ever, led to an unexpected problem 
wherein the coolant pump chamber be- 
came porous. Having dismantled it, I saw 
that the face of the chamber on the inside 
had evidence of corrosion in the shape of 
a ‘whirl’ marking and it was at the bottom 
of each ‘leg’ of these whirls that the 
porosity had occurred. Can you guess 
why? My theory is that considering the 
fairly high gearing of the pump, no doubt 
to give adequate circulation at low speeds, 
the lengthy sustained high speeds referred 
to earlier resulted in propeller cavitation, a 
common cause of prop corrosion in boats 
at high revolutions. 

Therefore, at lower speed, the chamber 
face would be wet, going through a town 
for example, then dry at the higher speed 
and so on, this being a perfect formula for 
surface corrosion on metals. The impeller, 
by the way, is also ‘whirl’ shaped. 

Bearing in mind that a Rolls-Royce was 
still a rare sight outside of their well- 
known habitats, my car created a mild 
sensation wherever we went on our jour- 
ney North. People in other cars seemed 
unashamed to stare from their rear win- 
dows and there was no shortage of takers 
when the opportunity for a ‘Derby’ pre- 
sented itself, and many a Ford V-8 or 
Chevy, anxious for a new notch on its belt, 
fell victim to my superior machine, as did 
many sports cars. 

One example was when coming along 


* A best-ever of 130mph was once 
recorded, reliably witnessed by senior 
Club figures. 


the Gold Coast Highway from Brisbane to 
Surfers Paradise, a Camaro decided to 
goad me by actually running rings around 
us, overtaking on one side then allowing 
us to overtake on the other and so on. When 
this could be tolerated no longer, I waited 
for him to get behind once again (I knew it 
wouldn’t be easy) and depressed the 
sustain pedal fully. 

He stayed there until we indicated 
120mph. I squeezed 
out another 3mph and 
he gradually fell away. 
Then I let him go. The 
glamorous blonde 
passenger looked back 
and gave the sweetest 
smile. One can only 
wonder why. 

It transpired that the driver was a well 
known racer (name supplied on request). 
While watching a meeting on TV some 
weeks later, I saw him being interviewed 
between events. The interviewer noticed 
that he had changed to a Lotus and asked 
him why. He replied that he has a lot of 
respect for English cars! 

At 61,000 miles I noticed ominous tap- 
ping sounds from the engine, which turned 
out to be due to a worn hydraulic tappet. 
Some details of this problem and its cure 
may be seen in my notes on page 2993. 

Some time later I began to hear a whine 
from the region of the rear axle. I queried 
the service staff at Kellows who stated that 
it would be coming from the differential, 
but that there was only one man in 
Australia, in Sydney, capable of the 
corrective work. Now, who could resist a 
challenge such as that! 

Having received some very kind advice 
from Ken Aulich and Len King as to one 
or two short cuts to the removal of the 
differential housing assembly, which 


George Forbes recently took this shot of SDW491 at Beaumaris beach in perfect emulation of Klemantaski’s 1963 photograph (opposite). 


comes out as a unit, and having removed 
the ring of nuts securing it to the axle shaft 
housings, I commenced the dismantle- 
ment. I like the term ‘knitted’ to describe 
the way that this beautiful piece of 
machinery is fastened together. The 
central housing and the two side covers are 
held together by a series of tie rods and nuts 
placed as near as possible together as space 
will permit and in this context I am 


“The track test was a very hard test for a car of this class, and the Rolls-Royce 
came out of it with flying colours. Very few standard cars, which might handle 
well on the roads, are quite so at home on the circuit.” 


Tony Brooks, summing up his impressions of the Silver Cloud III after a 
punishing, high-speed test on the Goodwood circuit. 


reminded of the tale, probably true, where 
Royce was asked why he used 99 of these 
tie rods around the final drive housing. His 
spontaneous reply was that there wasn’t 
room for 100! 

An unusual design feature is that the 
drive pinion is supported by three roller 
bearings instead of only the usual two — 
the extra one being at the ‘nose’ end, a 
double row roller bearing especially 


designed for the purpose and available 
only from Rolls-Royce. 

The whine was found to be mainly from 
the pinion bearings, due to oil starvation. 
This was caused by the oil and I have to 
say, the recommended type, producing a 
latex rubber by-product which had partial- 
ly blocked the channels which conduct 
lubricant to the bearings, fore and aft. 

Since the whole thing was in pieces at 
this stage, I also 
replaced the big car- 
rier bearings which, 
very fortunately, 
were available in a 
tange of lengths, 
each bearing being 
marked accordingly, 
so it was only neces- 
sary to dismantle and reinstall. 

The pinion bearings are a different 
proposition altogether and have to be pre- 
loaded. Nothing special about that I know, 
but the way it is achieved on the Silver 
Cloud is by a range of spacer washers of 
different thicknesses which are selectively 
fitted to the pinion shaft between the two 
bearings until the point is reached where 
the effort required to turn it is just short of 


Grand Prix driver Tony Brooks motoring the Silver Cloud II] — through the Goodwood chicane 


at speed. 
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Stan hosted a party at the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria to celebrate thirty years of ownership of 
SDW491. The guests, nearly all Club members, are from left to right: Alan Stone, Stan Spackman, 
Kerry Wherry, Geoffrey May, Terry Bruce and friend Joan, Robert Bailey, Marlow Spackman, 
Helen Spackman, Fiona Forbes, Caroline May, Marie Bailey, Lachlan Ely, George Forbes. 


Alan Stone (left) with the author Stan Spackman, to whom he sold SDW491 thirty years ago. The 
photograph was taken by George Forbes outside the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria. 


A picture of contentment — a man, his dog, and his Rolls-Royce motor car. Stan, Pixie and 
SDW491 photographed by George Forbes at Beaumaris beach, Melbourne. 
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the required poundage. Then you have to 
gradually dress down one of the spacers on 
an oil stone until the pre-load is just right, 
which is fine, but when new taper roller 
bearings are used they ‘run in’ and the 
pre-load figure is quickly lost. 

My answer to this problem was to 
assemble the diff as above, connect it to 
two 4% horsepower electric motors running 
in tandem, and leave the whole assembly 
on the bench for 48 hours at 1,500rpm 
(about 42mph in the car). Sure enough, 
much of the pre-load had gone, so the oil 
stone and spacer exercise was repeated and 
the rear axle has been whisper-quiet ever 
since. 

Apart from a transmission overhaul at 
about 100,000 miles, I’ve not had to put a 
spanner on the car again for these 25 years, 
in mechanical terms. 

Turning to the performance potential, I 
would like to make one or two comments 
about the experiences of Grand Prix driver 
Tony Brooks with a Silver Cloud I as set 
out in a well-known promotional brochure 
entitled A new look at Rolls-Royce motor- 
ing, published by the Company. 

The car that Brooks used was as deliv- 
ered to the home market which meant it 
had electrically controlled shock dampers 
fitted to the rear only. Australian deliveries 
have them fitted to the front as well. 
Another difference is the stronger front 
and rear springs which results in a ground 
clearance of an extra 4", a modification 
known as Colonial Standing Height! 

The combination of these two extra 
features results in far less body roll than 
that revealed in the photographs taken of 
the test car negotiating the bends at 
Goodwood with Brooks at the wheel. 

Also, other pictures show that braking 
at maximum effort from 100mph looks 
different from my car. Again, it is my 
belief that this is due to the additional 
features in suspension design of the export 
car. My car would never lock the rear 
wheels like that. No matter how hard you 
brake, the car remains level. The test car’s 
tail end is seen to be rearing high under 
severe braking. No wonder its rear wheels 
would skid! As a testimony to the braking 
effort of my car, on a recent Club run to 
Warburton with our dear friend Marjorie 
Hawkes, I had to really ‘drop the anchor’ 
when a Toyota did a right-hander across 
our nose. My main worry was for Marjorie 
and the picnic table, but she had braced 
herself against the rear footrest. Two or 
three days later I noticed that all the tyre 
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Right: extracts from the author's records 
regarding the worn hydraulic tappet. These 
notes formed the basis of a talk given to a 
Victoria Branch meeting in 1970. 


valves seemed to have disappeared. The 
braking retardation had been great enough 
to spin the ‘embellishing discs’* relative 
to the rims and had masked the valves. 

One other difference is that the test car 
driven by Brooks was able to “leave black 
marks on the road from a standing start”. 
My car has never been able to spin the rear 
wheels from rest. I attribute this to the extra 
power derived from the 9:1 compression 
ratio in the test car as against 8:1 for 
Australian deliveries. 

Iread with interest some of the answers 
by S.H. Grylls, Chief Engineer, to certain 
questions posed by Tony Brooks following 
the test. 

Brooks mentioned the “somewhat 
noisy tickover”, which Grylls attributed to 
the aluminium engine. Well, I think most 
of us know, it really is the hydraulic tappets 
that make most of what little noise there is, 
and that this disappears once the engine is 
thoroughly warmed up. The engine is any- 
thing but noisy. 

Brooks also queries the lack of electri- 
cal control of the front shock dampers. 
Grylls seems a bit evasive on this point. I 
find it hard to believe that he would not 
have known that Australian deliveries had 
this on all four wheels. 

He also mentions a slight tendency to 
wander at speed which again, I put down 
to the lack of damper control at the front. 

I would like to pay tribute to the quality 
of the materials used in original manufac- 
ture. My car still has the original radiator 
hoses. I bought two spares 30 years ago, 
but they are still not needed. The spark 
plug leads also are original, as are the door 
weather strips which are probably neo- 
prene rather than rubber as they are still in 
perfect condition. I have only had to 
replace one light bulb, a stop/tail. The 
leather upholstery, headlining cloth and 
carpets are as originally fitted. In regard to 
the leather, I’ve always thought its 
durability was due to the application of 
hide food, but I’m not so sure now. I only 
recently discovered that the crash pad atop 
the fascia is also leather. It has never 
received hide food but is in good condition 
even though it sits in the full glare of 
ultra-violet. Perhaps the leather’s condi- 


* Hub-caps to lesser mortals. 
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You may wonder why it should be that a Rolls-Royce Silver 
Cloud III should have its engine dismantled at 61,000 miles, 
so perhaps I should begin by saying that I believe the car 
would have gone on to 100,000 miles without major attention 
and still be running in an acceptable manner although perhaps 
with somewhat less performance than might be desired. 


I base this belief on the condition I found the major 
components of the engine to be in. The cylinder bores were 
showing no measurable wear and in fact the original honing 
marks were still quite visible. The pistons, gudgeon pins and 
small ends I found were in similar condition - no measurable 
wear at all. The crankshaft journals - once again, spot-on to 
the original measurements. The bearing shells are of copper-lead 
with a lead-indium overlay and the workshop manual states that 
these only need replacing if this overlay is worn through to 
the extent that you can see the copper below. In my case there 
was no apparent need for replacement. 


The thing that jolted me into action was that the engine was 
making tapping sounds. They weren’t audible on tick-over - only 
at a fast idle or when building up speed between the gears. I 
began to get hideous thoughts of possible bent con-rods, worn 
pistons, loose small ends or worse. Finally I sought expert 
advice from Kellow-Falkiners and I was assured it was only the 
hydraulic tappets. 


These mainly consist of a barrel which is closed at one end 
and also acts as the cam follower, and a spring-loaded plunger 
which is a very close sliding fit in the barrel. In the base 
of the plunger is a one-way disc valve and in the top is fitted 
a cup which accepts the pushrod. Oil is fed under pressure 
through a drilling in the side of the barrel. This oil passes 
down through the disc valve from where it can only escape by 
leaking up through the valve or, to a lesser extent, between 
the plunger and the bore of the barrel. 


Thus, providing the tappet is operating correctly, valve 
clearances are kept at nil regardless of engine expansion or 
the positions of the cams. 


The tappets can be tested for correct performance by priming 
them with kerosene, immersing them in a tank of the same and 
applying a constant pressure of 50lb onto the pushrod cup. The 
plunger should collapse into the barrel at a rate of 1/8" in 
20 to 80 seconds. This is known as the "leak down" test and is 
the criterion of tappet performance. 


If the "leak down" is below the specified time the tappet 
will fail to maintain the valve clearances at nil and cause 
noisy operation. If it is much above the time stated, it may 
"pump up" and hold the valve off its seat. 


The twin carburetters, air horns, operating linkages and 
automatic choke are a single assembly and are held to the inlet 
manifold by one bolt. It’s really amazing the way this complete 
complex assembly comes away in one piece by the removal of one 
single bolt and it’s the first of a series of impressive 
instances of the beautiful way Rolls-Royce engines are fitted 
together. 


Removing the heads was quite straight forward after removing 
the exhaust pipes and manifolds and once again one couldn‘t 
help admiring the way the exhaust system is put together. 


Having removed the rocker shaft assemblies, the tappets 
lifted out quite easily. Examination revealed light pitting on 
the cam-bearing faces, although one was very seriously pitted 
and worn to the extent that instead of having a convex face, 
it was very much concave, and was the one making the noise. 
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The Silver Cloud Ii front interior as portrayed in the contemporary sales brochure. 


tion is due to the ‘Sundym’ glass. Other 
owners might like to comment on this. 
Parts of the exhaust system have been 
replaced three times due to rusting of the 
mild steel pipes between the stainless 
silencers. The silen- 
cers themselves would 
probably last forever 
but the pipes are 
welded to them. I have 
often wondered why 
the system was not 
made all stainless, but 
a clue to this was sup- 
plied, unwittingly, by 
David MacArthur in 
his recent very enjoy- 
able lecture on the trombone. He demon- 
strated how the various metals used in 
manufacture can affect the resonance of 
the instrument. I recall that the Silver 
Cloud III sales literature stated that each of 


the three silencers is “tuned to absorb dif- 
ferent sound frequencies”. 

The paint work lasted 30 years before 
appearances made repainting necessary, 
and even then the boot lid and roof were 


“The first-class braking, steering and suspension of the Rolls-Royce mean that 
you can make full use of the performance of the car. You can always drive it 
to the limit that the conditions permit, without any aspect of the car letting you 
down, and there are very few cars, outside the pure sporting category, about 
which you can say this. It is the most comfortable car for long-distance luxury 
touring I have ever driven.” 


Tony Brooks, painting an accurate picture 
of the qualities of the Silver Cloud ill. 


still in good condition, the bonnet having 
gone through to the undercoat due to 
extensive polishing and the effects of 
engine heat. 

I was surprised and impressed to find 


SDW491 at speed. For all their technology, few modern cars are as well equipped as a Silver 
Cloud Ili (or Bentley S3) for maintaining high average speeds in great comfort on long distance 
journeys. Certainly they had no serious competitors in their day. Photograph by the Egitor. 
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that the original Garnet and Dusk Grey 
nitro-cellulose finishes were still available 
in England, along with the proper thinner. 
Two gallons of each were used in the 
repainting in accord with original spec- 
ifications. I insisted that the old finish be 
rubbed down only as far as the original 
undercoat as I believe that the common 
‘down to the metal’ practice serves to 
destroy the chemical dip treatment applied 
to the post-war cars as an anti-rust 
measure. 

To properly carry out a full repaint on 
a car of this type is a very, very large 
undertaking indeed. As usual, it was one 
thing to dismantle, with the assistance of 
daughter Mk 3, Marcia, quite another to 
put it back together again. I was definitely 
daunted by the prospect and delayed the 
inevitable commencement of this task 
again and again. Finally David Kenway 
and Lex Lynch came to the rescue. David 
is a professional bodywork restorer and 
Lex is a very enthusiastic and particular 
type with an intense regard for the smallest 
detail. Both of these gentlemen are Overall 
Concours winners in 
the Club. During 
disassembly I had 
separately boxed and 
labelled all the various 
components to ensure 
replacement to their 
original positions. 
Where screws were 
concerned, I had 
drawn the outline of 
each component they 
had fastened, on to sheets of cardboard and 
the screws pushed in to denote their exact 
positions for reassembly. Somehow, to 
me, acar loses something if this procedure 
is not followed. David and Lex understood 
my feelings in this regard and gave full 
compliance. Their work was of the highest 
standard and their rates very reasonable. 
To watch the car take shape was a daily 
pleasure. 

Incidentally, daughter Mk 4, Samantha, 
was chauffeured home in SDW491 at the 
age of ten days and was thus an early 
convert to Rolls-Royce motoring. 

To conclude, I can state from my thirty 
year affair with SDW491 that the Silver 
Cloud III is one of the great cars. Properly 
maintained, it will last at least a lifetime 
and probably several lifetimes, in original 
form, aside from consumables. But after 
all, is this not the best reason for buying a 
Rolls-Royce in the first place? r 


a 
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The intrepid Coast-to-Coast overlanders on the eastern side of the continent, ready for the ‘off’ on the Overlander tour to 
the western side of the continent, for the 1997 Federal Rally. Photo by Allan Simpson. 


Just Coasting Along 


The Coast-to-Coast Overlander from Sydney to the 1997 Federal Rally 


Out of water and near starving, his 
companion killed by a bullet at Eucla, 
English-born Edward John Eyre struggled 
across the dry, red dirt of the Nullarbor 
Plain over 160 years ago. During Easter 
1997, eight assorted Rolls-Royces and 
their luggage van successfully crossed the 
Eyre Highway from Sydney to Fremantle 
in the R.R.O.C, Coast-to-Coast Over- 
lander to attend the 39th Federal Rally. 

With plenty of water, food, fuel and 
companionship the convoy took thirteen 
days to motor almost 3,000 miles (5,000 
km). First it was over the green Blue 
Mountains before descending into the flat 
mirage-filled red dirt of Broken Hill. It was 
not so red when eighty feet under in an old 
silver ore mine. The cars stayed on the 
surface ready for the trip south through 
grasshopper country to Port Augusta 
thence across the long, so long straight 
road past the windy dramatic Bight. After 
catching breath the overlanders travelled 
across the silver saltbush landscape into 
Western Australia. With stopovers at the 
gold-mining centre of Kalgoorlie and 
climbing over the appropriately named 
Wave Rock at Hyden the proper motor cars 


By Jeanne Eve (N.S.W.) 


then proceeded into the prosperous 
agricultural and mining towns to finally 
finish in the maritime centre of Fremantle 
with its boats and historic architecture. 
Much more detail is required to do 
justice to the immense raw natured land of 
the southern half of Australia, an area 
where so called townships may boast less 
than ten people and consist solely of a 
road-house cum motel, where the Eyre 
Highway is the main tarred road linking 


east to west, where the usual means of 
transport is the loud rumbling and roaring 
of the road-trains and where the dominant 
fauna are the huge wedge-tailed eagles 
preying on the daily road carnage. 


Preparation and media coverage 
Shirley and Lloyd Missen (N.S.W.) 
were the tireless organisers of this Over- 
lander and after the initial interest from 
many members the final participants 


Setting off from Parramatta, N.S.W., the first three cars are 5VF159 (John Matheson & Jeanne 


cw 


Eve), SFC 138 (Lloyd & Shirley Missen) and WYA48 (Bob & Jackie Green), Allan Simpson photo. 
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1997 Coast-to-Coast Overlander 


Participants and their motor cars 


Bob BOSCOE 

Robert & Jackie GREEN 
Ma! & Robyn HENDERSON 
John & Evelyn HISCOX 
Brian & Naelo JENKINS 
Tony & Gillian LAST 


Alan & Phyl LING 

Lynne McENERY 

Andrew & Alex McFARLAND 

John MATHESON & Jeanne EVE 
Marion and Eloise MATHESON 
Lloyd & Shirley MISSEN 

Wallace & Kerry MOORHOUSE 
John WOLSTENHOLME 

Lofty WOLSTENHOLME & Joan GRANT 


totalled 27 people in eight Rolls-Royce 
cars. Very patient Andrew and Alex 
McFarland provided the luggage van, a 
1941 Chevrolet ex-war cinema van, which 
was indispensable. Kim Stapleton flagged 
off the convoy in Sydney, flew to 
Kalgoorlie and picked up a certificate to 
say he had crossed the Nullarbor. 

The reaction and speed of the media 
was well illustrated after an article and 
photograph was published in the Sydney 
Morning Herald on the Monday describing 
the forthcoming overlander and its 
fundraising activities for the National 
Epilepsy Association. By Wednesday, 
Irris Makler from the ABC-TV series 
Australian Story had attended a R.R.O.C. 
Branch meeting and had organised her 


TAS 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
TAS 

TAS 

QLD 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
QLD 


1978 Silver Wraith Il (LRH32854) 
1947 Silver Wraith (WYA48) 
1975 Silver Shadow (SRH22936) 
1969 Silver Shadow (CRH5064) 
Riders 

Riders 

Riders 

Rider 

Luggage van 

1967 Phantom V (5VF159) 
Riders 

1952 Silver Dawn (SFC138) 
1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16861) 


QLD 
QLD 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASH21744) 
Riders 


N.S.W. cameraman and sound recordist 
and by Saturday they were on location at 
Parramatta Park for the champagne and 
caffeine kick-start. ABC crews accom- 
panied the Overlander for most of the drive 
and the documentary was shown on the 
ABC on Saturday April 19th. The camera 
crew were not immediately welcomed by 
all as there was little prior notification for 
participants. The range of attitudes ex- 
pressed by the participants was well 
demonstrated after the first day of filming 
near the Parkes telescope after the drivers 
were asked to go back and forth along the 
same stretch of road for that perfect camera 
shot of beautiful Rolls-Royces gliding 
over undulating roadway. However the 
final product illustrated the beauty of these 


Straight, wide-open, traffic-free roads — in this instance the Eyre Highway as seen from the 


comfort of 5VF159. 
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cars and their reliability whilst crossing the 
Nullarbor Plain. The music was often 
haunting and the humour was appreciated 
when the background music was In an 
English country garden when several cars 
were filmed in a graceful swirling of typi- 
cal Australian red dust, complete with 
watchful kangaroo on the side, out towards 
Silverton. The perfect tourist film clip. 

With radiator hoses checked for the 
expected heat and long driving stretches, 
tyres, brakes and various fluids inspected, 
the overlanders were enthusiastically 
farewelled by many R.R.O.C. members as 
well as representatives from the National 
Epilepsy Association. The Phantom V 
caused comment by being adorned with 
the name and logo of D. & D. Tolhurst 
from Victoria who had donated $5,000 for 
the priviledge. Fundraising for charity is 
never easy and novel ideas need to be 
considered. Incidentally the R.R.O.C. 
(N.S.W. Branch) supports the National 
Epilepsy Association as its current charity. 
Many people with epilepsy are not per- 
mitted to drive so it seems most appropiate 
that this car club supports them, whose 
members gain such pleasure from their 
own motor vehicles. 

Expecting a moment of glory after 
being wired for sound the Missens were 
unable to be linked to the Channel 9 Satur- 
day Live studio due to unexpected hitches. 
The ABC crew arrived much later and so 
were not the cause. 

Media coverage was actively sought 
especially with the fundraising activities 
and favourable articles were printed in the 
Broken Hill’s Daily Truth as well as 
Kalgoorlie’s The Miner. The ABC radio 
picked up the story in Kalgoorlie and in 
Fremantle. 


Telescopes, mirages, Alldays & Onions 


Once on the country road it was time to 
look at the supplied goodie bags. Shirley 
Missen’s numerous faxes were bountiful. 
John Hiscox supplied the Haines Norton 
chartered accountant bags plus the local 
street maps and motel details along with 
the familiar and welcomed Northern 
Rivers tea thoughtfully packaged in small 
bags of two. Maps, ruler and pencils were 
supplied by the NRMA and another pencil 
from Berry’s E. & E. Pty Ltd and a first aid 
kit provided by Mobil. A first aid guide 
was supplied by the St. John’s Ambulance 
along with sun hats from Loctite FI. Con- 
tinuing the sun theme was Ella Bache’s 
After Sun lotion and for the car was a 
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sachet of Armorall plus a WD40 sachet. 
BP provided a handy car log book and to 
keep cars locked a key ring from 
McMillans Prestige. At the bottom of each 
bag were some appetising sweets and 
chocolates and Shirley as an experienced 
mother added children’s puzzle books for 
Marion and Eloise. 

Every overland journey highlights the 
local areas of interest. The first one was the 
work place of Peter Lamb in Molong who 
had opposite the partially restored Silver 
Ghost chassis 9LG, and an incomplete 
chassis of an Itala. This was the marque 
which won the Peking to Paris race in 
1907. Afterward Peter had arranged for the 
Yarn Market Inc. to provide afternoon tea 
from which the proceeds were donated to 
National Epilepsy Association. Driving 
along, the mushroom shape of the radio 
telescope in Parkes became clearly visible 
on the flat landscape. With the wonderful 
clean air and minimal interference one 
could wander around the station, watch a 
video and learn more about the space 
around us. The next day the Missens had 
arranged for those interested to inspect a 
charmingly restored 1914 Alldays & 
Onions car which was originally found in 
a paddock. 

The western region of N.S.W. was 
introduced on leaving Cobar by a crisp 
clear blue day of 12°C. with the sun illum- 
inating the wild yellow sunflowers grow- 
ing beside the near black road. Very few 
cars or trucks were seen on these long 
well-made roads — surely one of the most 
pleasant and easy roads to drive in the 
world. Trees rapidly decreased to be 
replaced by low bushes within a near 360° 
flat horizon and mirages all around rising 
from the red earth. It was only broken 


Car badges of this (top) and previous (flanking the number plate) 
Overlanders adorn the 1952 Silver Dawn (SFC 138) of Coast-to-Coast 
Overlander organisers Lloyd & Shirley Missen. 
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SFC138: Lloyd was astute enough to fit Perspex covers, adhered by 
means of suction cups, to protect his nice original headlamps from the 


rigours of the Overlander. Photos by Allan Simpson. 


when a dark and stark silhouette of a dis- 
used mine head on a hill was seen entering 
that famous city in the desert, Broken Hill. 


History, Pro Hart and High-brow dining. 
The first rest day began by visiting the 
100-year-plus-old Day Dream mine after 
driving along some typical red dirt road. 
After donning hard hats complete with 
light, adventurous overlanders shuffled 
and stooped their way down eighty feet of 
underground tunnels where silver ore was 
once dug out by Cornish miners. These 
men had mainly walked up from Adelaide 
to pitch their tent hoping to find treasure. 
In the early days a hammer and pick were 
used with the average life expectancy 
being around forty. Later when air driven 
drills — the Widow Makers — were used, 
life expectancy increased to fifty-two 
before succombing to silicosis. Young 
boys whose job was to sift the ore for the 
desired percentage of silver in the wooden 
wheelbarrows before taking it to the main 
shaft, only lasted two years before their 
eyesight failed. The dense blackness was 
keenly experienced when all the helmet 
lights and candles were extinguished. In 
those early days the miners earned 7s 6d, 
mainly to be spent on booze and women. 

Back in the sunlight there was time to 
wander around the deserted and isolated 
settlement of Silverton which has been the 
film site for many Australian films such as 
A Town like Alice, Mad Max II, Hostage 
and Razorback. 

In order to raise funds for the National 
Epilepsy Association the R.R.O.C. 
(N.S.W. Branch) had commissioned Pro 
Hart to paint a picture representing our 
Overlander especially as he owns two 
Proper Motor Cars. After months of 


negotiation and knowing that Pro Hart was 
an ‘inspirational’ painter, it was a pig-in- 
a-poke about how the painting would be. 
However all doubts disappeared when 
everyone visited the Pro Hart gallery and 
met the artist in his customary paint spat- 
tered T-shirt and shorts and The Cars ona 
Picnic was handed over. This was later 
auctioned in Fremantle at the final Rally 
dinner and bought by Western Australian 
member Louis Mostert. 

On the way back to the motel there was 
a quick visit to Mario’s Hotel which was 
featured in the poignant and funny pub 
incident in the film Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert. The owner of the hotel painted the 
lavish and lascivious scenes on the walls 
and ceilings but it has been reported that 
he felt compelled to paint out the bare 
breasts before a group of nuns walked in 
for refreshment. 

To end the day a black tie evening meal 
was held in a disused wool shed with 
champagne sipped on a wooden verandah 
as sunset colours took over in the bush. 
Wonderful local food was prepared — 
yabbie salad, 30-day hung beef and quan- 
dong cheesecake. It was near full moon on 
a balmy evening of Australian bush earth 
scent. After being historically, artistically 
and gastronomically enriched it was time 
to hit the road again and head south. 


Grasshoppers and pink lakes 


Fuel stations were now far apart and 
calculations for petrol consumption were 
needed. After travelling through the his- 
toric railway town of Peterborough and 
later Orrorroo where the clean public loos 
were inside round concrete water tanks 
next to the empty darkened pub, there was 
the chance for self-serve tea and coffee and 
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Bunda Cliffs, Nullarbor National Park, with the azure waters of the Great Australian Bight below. Pro Hart in his customary paint spattered 

Can you spot 5VF159 on the cliff-top? T-shirt and shorts handing over The Cars on 
a Picnic to John Matheson. The painting was 
auctioned at.the Rally dinner in Perth as part 
of the fund-raising effort for the Epilepsy 
Association. Photo by Mal Henderson. 


to view the interesting old black & white 
photographs of the busy sheep days. 
Crossing over into the South Australia 
were clouds of grasshoppers as agricul- 
tural land began. The CB radios were now 
cackling; 
“Cinema 71 to Peking Dog, do youread 
me? Over.” 
“Peking Dog here, over.” 
“Did you run into those grasshoppers? 
Had to stop several times. Took out 
handfuls of them. Over.” 

Nie oS DSI TS Ut a The CB radios worked well but only 
Overlander cars about to start out onto the famed 90 Mile Straight, Nullarbor Plain. -~—-within a range of a few kilometres. How- 
ever they were useful and entertaining. The 
Border Village, on the border of South Australia and Western Australia. CRH5064 (John & Evelyn call signs were; 


+ 


The 


Hiscox) and the Overlander group under the sign-post to seemingly everywhere. Photo by Lynne Cinema 71 — Alex and Andrew 

McEnery. McFarland; 

ii ~ h = Rte Hound Dog — Lloyd & Shirley 
Missen; 
Peking Dog — John Matheson & 
Jeanne Eve; 


Tiger 1 — Tasmanian contingent; 

Red 1 — Mal and Robyn Henderson in 

their red Silver Shadow. 

Near Port Augusta were the pink lakes 
made by the particular type of algae in the 
water and not from any substance imbibed 
by the viewer. 

The next day the convoy drove through 
the centre of Australia at Kimba and on- 
ward with the steering wheel continually 
in the straight-ahead position. 


Lesa 


aan 


The Bight, road trains and rain 
Ceduna has the last commercial airport 
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before the Nullarbor and Marion and 
Eloise Matheson flew down for the start of 
their school holidays. Being pension day 
and last day before Good Friday, over- 
landers were advised not to go into town 
because of local drunken groups outside 
the pubs. A drive around revealed Ceduna 
being the gypsum and grain handling port 
on the attractive coastline. 

Streaky Bay, aptly named by Matthew 
Flinders in 1802 for its alluring cobalt blue 
and turquoise waters from the bands of 
colours made by the seaweed, was where 
Eyre set off in 1839. Stops along the Bight 
were popular photographic destinations 
for the dramatic cliffs said to be the longest 
line of sea-cliffs in the world. The clearly 
defined white coloured rock base is made 
from Wilson Bluff limestone thought to 
have formed on the seabed between 38 and 
42 million years ago. The wind was very 
strong requiring steady camera holding 
hands, Unfortunately the Head of Bight 
was closed because of road repairs probab- 
ly in anticipation for the expected whale 
watchers in May to August, when the 
Southern Right Whales come in to breed. 
Usually a permit has to be purchased from 
the Yalata Aboriginal Community Incorp- 
orated when the road is open. 

Huge road trains were plentiful moving 
at a clipped pace. Some swayed across the 
road making overtaking difficult. A few 
days later in W.A. a chemical truck over- 
turned blocking off the Highway. For- 
tunately a detour along a parallel dirt track 
was available and those with CBs were 
able to warn those travelling behind. No- 
one was booked for speeding although 
many well-wishers had warned about the 
prevalence of police on the Nullarbor. 


What grasshoppers do to a Phantom V at 7Omph. On 
second thoughts, perhaps its really what the Phantom V 
does to the grasshoppers that makes this mess! Photo by 
John Matheson. 
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5VF159 (John Matheson & Jeanne Eve), SFC 138 (Lloyd & Shirley Missen) and ASH21744 (John 
Wolstenholme), open-cut gold mine, Kalgoorlie. Photo by John Matheson. 


Kalgoorlie, Western Australia. 5VF159 and mine head. When the craftsmen at H.J. 
Muliiner, Park Ward Ltd built the elegant and luxurious coachwork on this Phantom 
V chassis they probably could not have envisaged this kind of scene, particularly 
in view of the fact that the car was built for the use of Royal and Vice-Regal 
passengers. The Peking to Paris Motor Challenge is even less likely to have 
occurred to them! 


Over-size trucks were problematic on the 
narrow Highway and once Bob Green’s 
Silver Wraith was forced off the road but 
no damage occurred. 

Despite the Nullarbor Plain only 
receiving eight inches annual rainfall, it 
rained. Surprising shallow water filled gut- 
ters were evident on the road necessitating 
some care. 


Longest straight road in the world 


Everyone wished to drive their own car 
on the famous 90-mile straight. This 
stretch also contained the most varied of 
wildlife — massive Wedge-tailed Eagles 
guarding their dead kangaroos from the 
waiting black crows and not even budging 
when cars passed, emus aimlessly wander- 
ing around their dead mate, a springy slim 
fox, bob-tailed lizards on the road. 

Further on Bordertown appeared on the 
W.A. border with strict car searches for 
fruit. nuts and honey. Also the multi- 
signpost to all directions in the world be- 
hind which was the sign warning about 
unidentified flying objects. Later there was 
the exploration of the sand covered old 
Telegraph Station in Eucla and driving 
through Madura and Balladonia which 
sounded much more impressive than the 
reality. Natural sites such as the Caiguna 
blowhole were interesting where one could 
almost feel the pulse of cold earthy air as 
it ‘breathed’. 

Gradually gold bearing country was 
being passed with huge granite rocks with 
veins of quartz on the surface. In pouring 
rain, Norseman was entered where in- 
dividuals picked up their pre-arranged 
signed certificates for crossing the Nullar- 
bor. This town was named after the horse 
who struck his hoof on the first gold nugget 
ever found in 1894. Reports of flooding 
causing road closures especially around 
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Merredin were heard. The second rest day 
was Kalgoorlie. 


Old gold and New gold 


“Not another historical mine” some 
exclaimed. A morning tour of North 
Hannan’s Tourist Mine had been organ- 
ised which was where Paddy Hannan first 
discovered gold in 1893 with his mates 
Thomas Flanagan and Dan Shea. Descend- 
ing 180 feet down into the earth again with 
hard hats was a memorable experience. As 
also was the ear shattering noise of the 
demonstrating drill. Mick Rust (R.R.O.C., 
W.A. Branch) enthusiastically met up with 
the overlanders and described the Rally 
preparations whilst the younger members 
tried their hand at gold panning. 

A short drive later to the look-out and 
everyone was impressed with the massive 
and hypnotic open cut gold mine with the 
size of both the Superpit operation and the 
specially designed ore-carrying trucks. 
The latter cost $1.5 million with each tyre 
weighing 7 tons and costing $33,000 each. 

Being so close to April Ist, a celeb- 
ratory dinner and speech in honour of Sir 
Henry Royce was held on the Easter Mon- 
day. Brian Jenkins ably compared the 
likely countryside of Sir Henry’s drive in 
the first Royce car from Manchester to 
Knutsford “no doubt in green countryside 
with the odd cow rather than the two and a 
half thousand mile trip with dead kan- 
garoos and Wedge-tailed Eagles”. 

Driving in Proper Motor Cars seemed 
So easy especially after passing long dis- 
tance runner Cliff Young, in his late 70s, 
all hooded up shambling along in his plod- 
ding style. He was also fund-raising but 
averaging 70 km a day compared to the 
cars averaging 450. 

Thinking it was an April Fool’s Joke 
the word got around that the ABC-TV 


The Overlander arriving at Rally Headquarters in Fremantie, Western Australia. In the lead is 
WAS (Bob ab Jackie Green). Re pe Allan Simpson. 
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Toyota Tarago had been broken into and 
the windows smashed. Damage was also 
inflicted onto the motel but thankfully not 
to any Rolls-Royce. 


Wheat and the Hyden Wave 


Driving west the granite was replaced 
by vast wheat fields and huge tarpaulin- 
covered silos were next to the railway line. 
A familiar dark green Bentley Continental 
driven by Kerry Wherry and Lachlan Ely 
from Victoria joined the convoy. 

An energetic walk up the 15 metre 
Hyden Wave granite rock was exhilarating 
not only for its size and shape of a crashing 
wave in the middle of nowhere but also for 
the white, burnt orange and smoky black 
stripes along the 2,700 million-year-old 
natural sculpture caused by the algae and 
mineral deposits. It was well worth the 
visit. Western Australia is known for its 
wildflowers and huge bunches of abundant 
dried flowers in the nearby rustic cafe were 
not disappointing. 


Old gaols and old cars 


Apart from the black cockatoos and 
galahs there were now the lovely Indian 
Ring-necked parrots flying around. Com- 
ing into York the gum trees were larger and 
big fat grasstrees (Xanthorrhoea) were 
growing along the road edge. 

York was settled in 1831 with many 
fine old buildings along the main street. No 
wonder this was not a stop-over as the 
venerable Settlers House proudly pro- 
claimed that it was “decorous accommoda- 
tion befitting ... respectable couples”. 
Over the road the old gaol museum was 
gruesome with its very small thick walled 
cells. The last prisoner was held here in 
1981. 

To lighten the mood a visit to the York 
Motor Museum featuring the cars of Peter 
Briggs was fascinating because of the 
diversity of exhibits. Gorgeous old 
vehicles such as the 1886 Benz, the 1906 
De Bion Bouton Opera Sedan to the 1937 
Lagonda to the 1979 Williams FW07 Cos- 
worth V-8 — 11,000rpm. 

The last leg was characterized by an air 
of flippancy heard over the CB radios. It 
was a lovely blue sunny day. The sparkling 
blue Fremantle harbour was enticing and 
soon the Easterners would enjoy a sunset 
over the western shore. The Coast-to- 
Coast Overlander of 1997 was over. i 


Photographs by the Author except 
where otherwise acknowledged 
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Rolls-Royce & Bentley 1997 Models 


Drive Day 


By Mark Babidge (W.A.) 


Mark Babidge was fortunate enough to have been invited to take 
part in the new models drive day in Perth immediately after the 
Federal Rally. Here he offers his impressions of the current cars. 


It was coincidental that on 6th April, 
during the Federal Rally at the S.G.A. 
Dawn Patrol I was seated next to Richard 
N. Charlesworth, Head of Public Affairs 
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd based in 
Crewe. He was in Perth for the Asia- 
Pacific release of the new 1997 models of 
the Company and advised that for most of 
the following week, he and Stephen 
Timperley, then Regional Manager Rolls- 
Royce based in Singapore, were in Perth 
with four cars. These were: 

1997 Bentley Continental T 

1997 Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn 

1997 Bentley Brooklands 

1997 Bentley Turbo R 

The range was to be presented to Dist- 
ributors and Dealers in the region. On the 
first day the press and other media were 
also to be given a preview and a drive day. 
The cars had just been delivered by ship 
from the U.K. The Continental T was 
sporting one of the special U.K. reg- 
istration numbers for new Bentley cars, 
1900 TU. It had been on display at the 
R.R.O.C. Federal Concours, where part- 
icipants had been given a brief glimpse on 
Saturday before the lightning and storm 
struck causing a hasty exit from the 
Concours by most cars and members. 

Among the other members at the 
‘Dawn Patrol’ breakfast table were 
Graham Mead from the U.K. and Martin 
Bennett, both well known to Richard, who 
had been invited by Martin to participate 
in the Dawn Patrol virtually straight off the 
*plane from Hong Kong and the U.K. It is 
not known whether jet-lag worked for or 
against Richard in rising from a warm bed 
at the indecent hour expected of Dawn 
Patrollers! 

The initial discussion was about the 
place mats for breakfast, kindly produced 
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by Jeremy Greene. These all bore different 
photos of Silver Ghosts, and with some 42 
mats having been made, Graham Meade 
was delighted to find at least two of his 
Silver Ghosts on the table. The photos 
were extracted from The Edwardian Rolls- 
Royce by John Fasal, Bryan Goodman and 
Tom Clarke. I must add here that each time 
I read the book, I find another photo that I 
missed some detail on and then get excited 
about the ownership of such a chassis (in 
my dreams). 

We began the discussion,. naturally 
about Silver Ghosts, and the Derby and 
Crewe factories. As with all true enthus- 
iasts the first topic was engineering, then 
speed. Richard was obviously excited and 
focussed on the new model release. He told 
us the story about the newly appointed 
Italian Rolls-Royce dealer, who apart from 
being a dealer is an enthusiast. (I hope I 
don’t divulge too much, but this is a 
fabulous example of ‘the customer comes 
first’). He began as an owner and when he 
could not persuade the then current dealer 
to have his special car built, contacted the 
factory directly. Well, I was dribbling at 
the mouth! The car he ordered was a 
Bentley Continental R with the works, but 
without wood, without inside panels, with 
an internal roll bar, special racing seats and 
harness, a Le Mans fuel cap, extra turbo 
‘tickle’, and a host of other extras. This car 
was featured in Autocar of 16 April so I 
hope you secured your copy! This in- 
dividual is also the Harley Davidson dealer 
for Italy. Quite an interesting chap. 

I know that for the Federal Rally 
‘goody bag’ the local Distributor — 
Chellingworth (thank you for the sponsor- 
ship and helping the W.A. Branch) 
provided a Bentley brochure. We began 
talking about the new range and the special 


build and the extra performance. In the 
brochures, the words against the Bentley 
marque read “‘a Bentley car is created by 
enthusiasts for the enjoyment of en- 
thusiasts ... It is a fun car to drive ... it is 


designed to provide exhilaration, to 
reward its driver from day one... we are at 
your disposal to create the ultimate be- 
spoke Bentley, uniquely yours”. It was 
obvious to others at the table that I was 
focusing on current cars not the Silver 
Ghost — not the thing to do at a Sunday 
morning Dawn Patrol and so to punish me 
Graham Mead changed the topic to the test 
track at Derby. Apparently on the test route 
there were marker pegs for each car model 
to check speed. If anyone by the way has 
any information on these timing pegs used 
on the test track between 1909 and 1928, 
they might contact Graham Mead and pass 
the information to him. We were then 
given a number of anecdotes on test 
drivers. It appears that test drivers were 
prone to record the details of each test and 
the speed and passengers for each test. 
Because the test track required in early 
days to go through the local village, often 
the children were given rides. One day 
however, a log was filed by a driver for his 
normal test run of approximately one hour, 
not for the usual period but for six hours. 
The log read “hit a pig in the village”. One 
can only assume that pork was on his 
family’s menu for some weeks!! The dis- 
cussion lingered a little before it switched 
back to the happenings at Crewe and in 
particular the design criteria and the spe- 
cial build developments for customers. 
The most significant feature of all of this 
is that it is apparent that more than ever, 
the Company is prepared to devote the 
time to designing features into the cars at 
the customers’ request. This personal at- 


tention was a requirement of both Rolls 
and Royce and it was a demand that never 
seemed to deter Royce, when at Le 
Canadel. There are many notes are on file 
of his special design features as a result of 
a specific customer request. 

Now that the Company is beginning to 
show increased sales (In 1996 the Com- 
pany sold 1,774 cars, in the 1997 first 
quarter up 13% and the biggest increase 
was in the U.K., from 158 last year to 236 
this year. Sales still need to climb a little 
higher to reach the record year of 1990 
when 3,333 were sold). The desire of 
owners to have a car that is ‘a little special’ 
appears to be on the increase. In true Rolls- 
Royce tradition, the Company is making 
that happen. We heard about the design and 
detail that went into the new engines. The 
Turbo engines take about 12 hours to build, 
compared with about 10 hours for the other 
types, because of the extra items such as 
the turbocharger and its control system. All 
engines build identically except for items 
such as pistons and valves, until injection 
equipment and manifold are added. Every 
engine is then subject to individual test- 
bed checking, with minor faults and ad- 
justments being attended to by the test 
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engineers. Any engine that has a major 
component fault is corrected before going 
back for a full test. To complement this, 
irrespective of the check, one engine in 
every 100, regardless of type, is subjected 
to a 20-hour production proof test 
schedule, with power and torque curves 
plotted and water flow checked. After all 
of this, with these particular engines, the 
whole engine is then stripped down to the 
last nut and bolt and given a total tolerance 
check. For the record this involves some 
638 measurements and 240 calculations 
over a 10 day period. Just a little more than 
the average production car!! 

I made a comment about the use of 
nickel on the older cars and the current use 
of chromium plating. This is worth men- 
tioning, as each of the fittings that we have 
grown to love and still remain unchanged 
since Silver Shadow days, such as ventila- 
tion, door handles, central locking etc, are 
still all made from solid brass, nickel 
plated then chromium plated. It is just that 
for the lovers of nickel, the finish of the 
Veteran and Vintage years, the standard is 
still there only hidden. 

I also was delighted to hear that the 
Company is a major supporter of Martin 
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Bennett. When important visitors to Rolls- 
Royce at Crewe tour the factory, on depar- 
ture they are presented with a signed copy 
of Martin’s fabulous book Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley: the Crewe Years. Anyone 
who does not yet have this book should 
invest in a copy, as it is ameticulous record 
of the history and development of all cars 
produced at Crewe. 

As always, the question is asked about 
one’s current passion. In this case it was 
my Phantom I (69EF) and so it was with 
pleasure I had to inform Richard that in 
1995, 69EF won the Company Trophy for 
the best restoration (courtesy of Roger Fry) 
as well as being Overall Winner. Un- 
beknown to me at that stage was that at the 
previous day’s Federal Concours 69EF 
was also to be awarded the other Rolls- 
Royce Motors Ltd Trophy, the Masters’ 
Trophy. 

Richard invited me to join them and test 
drive the group of cars as a belated bonus 
to the winning of the Restoration Trophy. 
One proviso, that 69EF be on display! 
There was no problem, as April 8th, 1997 
was the 70th anniversary of 69EF leaving 
Derby to be fitted with its first body. This 
would be a birthday outing! 


4-97 


Drive Day, April 9th, 1997 


The day of excitement had arrived, I 
negotiated the rush hour traffic on the 
Kwinana Freeway and 69EF was delivered 
as promised to Aberdeen Street. Those 
attending were met by Stephen Timperley, 
then Regional Manager, Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd, and given a brief run down 
on the cars for the day. A brochure titled 
The Rolls-Royce and Bentley Driving 
Experience was handed to each driver. We 
were also given the schedule and the route 
maps, with definitive instructions to relin- 
quish the driver’s seat of each car at a 
designated point. They have experience of 
these things you know! 

The drive was to be extensive, the route 
showed some 174 kilometres of test run 
along with the instructions. The run was 
somewhat chosen to impress. The route 
was to take us through some challenging 
roads but also Chateau Place, Camargue 
Drive and even a driver change at Nobel 
Falls. We were advised to set the trip 
meters and start the engines. Meanwhile 
69EF sat in the car park looking supremely 
at ease with the 70 year later stablemates 
alongside. Whilst the style of a Roger Fry 
creation is unmistakable, the sleek coach- 
work of the 1997 range of cars was 
awesome. 


1997 Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn 


We were advised by Stephen 
Timperley not to compare, but just to 
enjoy. The Silver Dawn is the ‘base’ car 
and true to the traditional Rolls-Royce 
cars. It comes standard in long wheelbase 
form (5,395mm / 17ft 8.4in overall length) 
and is powered by the normally-aspirated 
6.75 litre V-8 engine. The wheels are the 
new 16"x 7" aluminium alloy style and the 
current mascot is reduced in size to better 
suit the radiator grille which is also 
reduced in height. The reduction of the 
mascot size has given a different ‘feel’ to 
the front end of the car. In comparison with 
my wife Merylin’s Bentley T Series (and 
certainly in comparison with 69EF!) the 
view over the bonnet gives a much better 
view of the road ahead and much greater 
feeling of driver control and a ‘safer’ driv- 
ing position. 

For a person of ‘ample proportions’ 
such as myself the seats of the Silver Dawn 
are a marked improvement on earlier 
models, with slightly longer thigh support, 
yet the extra length is not apparent when 
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The 1997 Silver Dawn (AAV59654) used for the Perth Drive Day. This is the ‘base’ model of the 
range and is true to the traditional Rolls-Royce cars. It comes standard in long wheelbase form 
and is the only model still powered by the normally-aspirated 6.76 litre V-8 engine. 


first viewed, nor is it out of keeping with 
the style with the interior. The front seats 
are fitted with four memory positions and 
this system recalls the position of seats, 
exterior mirrors and steering wheel when 
activated. The steering wheel automat- 
ically raises when the driver’s door opens, 
to assist access. The bi-lumbar support 
system is active on the two front seats and 
two sets of switches activate this feature. 
In reference to the power, it is as always 
‘adequate’, but those who have driven the 
turbo cars will be a little hesitant in step- 
ping back to the Silver Dawn. As a driver 
of the earlier Silver Shadow cars it is a 
significant difference, both in extra power 


and better fuel consumption, but unfor- 
tunately I was ‘spoilt’ by the Turbo 
Bentleys later in the day. Solution found, 
this is ‘the town car only’, and order 
another Turbo car for country driving. The 
automatic ride control is as described in the 
Company brochure as “like a magic carpet 
ride”, and when accelerating the car 
smoothly drops into 3rd range and handles 
the change almost without the driver notic- 
ing. 

The other noticeable feature is the 
changed interior and exterior rear vision 
mirrors. The stalk has been extended and 
contoured, at the same time styling has 
removed the front quarter window. This 


Opening the bonnet of today's Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars reveals elegant engine covers, 


traditional finishes and other visual treats. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd photograph. 


The Bentley Turbo R was one of the models tried. It exceeded all expectations of comfort, 


3004 


performance and handling. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd photograph. 


gives lower wind noise and certainly better 
vision. The change however, has left a 
little bit of a design gap with a large black 
triangle in the corner of the windows on 
the inside. I was told that customers have 
already reacted, a number having ordered 
wood veneer over this area or leather 
matching the rest of the internal colour 
scheme. 

As with all the cars in the range the rear 
vision mirror has automatic bright light 
dipping to stop the driver being disturbed 
by approaching cars with high beam 
thoughtlessly left on. 

The Company assessment was exactly 
correct. One could not fault the ride, com- 
fort and smoothness of the car. 


1997 Bentley Brooklands 


This was tested in the standard wheel 
base form (5,294mm / 17 ft 4.4in overall 
length) although it may be requested in the 
long wheelbase. The appointments include 
the new standard of body-coloured sills 
and colour-matched bumpers. The sills are 
provided with a rubberised damage resist- 
ant coating under the paintwork and all 
forward facing paintwork now receives a 
coating of anti-chip polymer lacquer. 

Internally, redesigning has occurred. 
The tilt steering wheel is standard along 
with memory seats, the CD changer is in 
the centre console as is mobile ‘phone. 
Rear passengers now have their own air 


Interiors have always been a Rolls-Royce strong point. In fact, nobody else does it half so well. 
This is the Bentley Turbo R saloon. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd photograph. 
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conditioning outlets with both directional 
and air volume controls positioned for ease 
of use. 

The car has the 6.75 litre engine with a 
300 Turbo and this has a fast and effortless 
response time. The car has a much firmer 
ride than the Silver Dawn and is obviously 
designed to cater for the person who ap- 
preciates a little more speed in their life. It 
is described in the brochure as ‘the long 
distance express’ and it certainly has that 
feel about it. In the case of the driver 
position it was a ‘tighter’ driving compart- 
ment than the Silver Dawn and as such, 
whilst I was comfortable, the extra leg 
support from the seats and the slightly 
larger area for the driver was noticeably 
missing in this model. As a driver tending 
to favour performance over other features, 
the Brooklands was growing on me every 
kilometre of driving. The instrument panel 
was ‘just what the doctor ordered’, in that 
all the gauges required were in full view. I 
did however notice that with all the 1997 
range the speedometer is on the left hand 
side and is slightly out of the range of 
vision in the lower readings. Maybe that is 
not a problem with cruise control, but for 
my driving use I would like to see the full 
speedo all of the time. We had a stretch of 
road with long vision and no traffic so I 
decided to put the car through its paces. 
The reaction to the accelerator was 
fabulous, with all the computer calcula- 
tions making the pedal pressure turn into 
effortless speed and when it came time to 
apply the brakes, such straight line stop- 
pability was a pleasure. 

We had arrived at Nobel Falls, so it was 
time to upgrade to the next car. 


1997 Bentley Turbo R 


This car is specified as being capable of 
0- 100 km/h in six seconds. This is deemed 
to be true and the performance is fantastic 
both as driver and passenger. The extra 
wheelbase combined with the power from 
a 385 bhp Turbo makes this car a fun car 
to drive. 

Like all the 1997 models, the steering 
performs more accurately than that of 
earlier cars. The small diameter adequately 
houses the driver’s air bag and the ‘feel’ 
and driving position benefit from having 
the extra driver space that comes with the 
long wheelbase. The 25% more power than 
the Brooklands is most noticeable. 

I knew I was missing something when 
I began driving this car. Gone are the tradi- 
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The Bentley Contnentat r (BU V53428) This is the shortest wheelbase Bentley motor car ever, which must ‘be seen in its aioe context because 
this is still a large, heavy car. Its bulk, however, in no way impedes its extraordinarily high performance and wonderful handling characteristics. 
Photo by the Editor. 


tional adjustable armrests between the 
front seats. It was not until I started to drive 
the Turbo R that I missed the armrest. The 
centre console with its rather short, fixed 
armrest gives a reasonably comfortably 
position, but the old armrests used to give 
addition side support for higher speed 
comering. At this stage however I must 
comment that body roll has more or less 
disappeared with the fantastic ride control 
improvements of these models, so perhaps 
most drivers would not miss the armrests 
after all. 

This particular car has fantastic wood- 
work. The blend of light and dark wood 
which goes all the way through to the 
centre console is stunning. The combina- 
tion of wood and leather interior plus a full 
leather headlining is a feel that only comes 
from these cars and Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd is the only car manufacturer that 
does it absolutely correctly. In fact, 
nobody else does it half so well and some- 
how other marques just have not got it 
right. 

The driving done I was then relegated 
to the back seat. If the Brooklands was 
described as ‘the long distance express’ 
then the Turbo R has to be ‘the ultimate 
long distance express’. The comfort is 
superb. With the temperature warming up 
to over 35° C outside, the rear air con- 
ditioning system is exactly as per spec- 
ification. The car is quiet, the vision still 
excellent but with someone else driving it 
is now time to relax and prepare for the 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 


1997 Bentley Continental T 


This is the moment that the day was all 


about. Here is the car that when seen, is 
really a personal sports limousine. One of 
the other guests described the car as “The 
Ultimate Hoon’s Car’. Naturally I could 
not agree with such a crass description, but 
underneath, his description was exactly 
correct. The car is stunning to look at. The 
two other Bentleys driven today have 
shown that they have reserves of torque, 
power and road grip that is fantastic. This 
car has had the engine boosted by a 400 
Turbo. One cannot imagine the power that 
will be felt when driving. Acceleration is 
rated 0 - 100 km/h in 5.4 seconds. It is a 
‘short wheelbase’, yet the wheelbase is 
2,959 m.m. or 116.5 inches and overall 
length is 17 ft 2 inches. I can only imagine 
a long wheelbase sports saloon if this one 
is ‘short’! 

The car looks fabulous. The front air 
spoiler features air intake grilles that feed 
cool air to the massive performance disc 
brakes. The tyres are almost ‘slicks’ in 
terms of their size, being 285/45SR18 and 
alongside those of the Turbo R look posi- 
tively menacing. 

We are given a special review and set 
of instructions by Stephen Timperley and 
then it is time to adjust to the car. Initially 
I am a passenger, so I have time to review 
all of the features and watch the gauges 
work as the car is driven. With some eleven 
dials to give my attention to, I am excited. 
The engine-turned polished aluminium 
fascia is at first a little bright, but I am 
determined to get used to it. The car is 
equipped with ETAS (Electronic Traction 
Assistance System) which allows the per- 
formance to be maximised and smoothly 
applied in all conditions. On the gear con- 
trol lever there is also a ‘Sport’ button, 


which assists in this mode as well. This 
system combines with the usual automatic 
ride control on all 1997 models to control 
the suspension. 

I am totally surprised at the leg- and 
head-room of the car. It is usual for us 
larger of the species not to be able to enjoy 
such wonderful cars as this, due to the 
driver space or lack thereof. For the first 
time I have spare room and no legs or 
knees are touching, my head has at least an 
inch of head space and the seat support is 
both wide and deep enough to be fully 
supported and comfortable. I did check the 
boot before starting and it would be good 
for at least six cases of champagne plus the 
Esky! Again, the steering wheel and seat 
system is fitted with the four memory posi- 
tions for seat, steering wheel and exterior 
mirrors. 

Having gotten over the initial explora- 
tion stage it was now time to turn on the 
key and press the ‘start button’. This is 
mounted on the centre console and one is 
in no doubt we are about to drive some- 
thing very special. The air conditioning 
system is on low and while the outside 
temperature is 34° C, inside we are at a 
comfortable 20° C. Cool but Hot!! To 
place the car in drive, the gear lever lifts 
up to activate it, then you select the desired 
range. The only other feature that took 
some getting used to was the electronic 
speedometer / trip meter and transmission 
advice. The transmission advice light is in 
red/orange and being directly in view gave 
the initial impression of a warning light. 
Maybe it should be a different colour. 

We are on our way, since the car has 
already been ‘warmed up’ by previous 
drivers we can start to check the specifica- 
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Another view of the Continental T, showing the elegant tail. The main visual clue in distinguishing 
the T from the longer Continental R is the T’s shorter rear quarter-light. Photo by the Editor. 


tions immediately. 

The first run was from Bentley Park, 
Bentley Road, Stoneville and through the 
twisting hills roads. The initial start was 
very quick, and the sure-footedness of the 
car was amazing. The power surge when 
the accelerator is pressed is stunning. All 
of this and the car is so quiet, the greatest 
noise is the air conditioning fan which was 
turned to low so that we could hear some 
of the sounds of the car. The horns were 
tuned to ‘Alpine’ setting as a safety precau- 
tion — hardly necessary with such an ex- 
cellent driver and navigator at the helm! 

Now with a good straight run it was 
time to test the braking capabilities. At a 


good cruising speed, the brakes were ap- 
plied firmly but not hard — resulting in an 
absolutely straight line stop unassisted by 
any driver influence on the steering wheel, 
and the stopping distance was so short we 
had to do it again to believe it. Again, no 
fuss, no direction change and no funny 
noises. 

A driver change was now definitely 
required! The new section of road was 
chosen and this time the brake test was 
experienced first hand — fabulous. We 
then had a section of road that would test 
the ETAS system. A good winding section 
along the top of the Brigadoon Estate. The 
car was then put into ‘Sport’ mode and the 


The Continental T interior features hand-worked ‘engine-turned’ finish to the fascia. The 
instrumentation is extremely comprehensive and does not leave the driver guessing. Note the 
red starter button near the gear selector. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd photograph. 
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comers negotiated. What can I say? The 
extra stiffness was fantastic and the car 
handled the corners as if they weren’t 
there. 

Unfortunately this specification testing 
had brought us to the Great Northern 
Highway and the possibility of those per- 
sons in ‘chessboard’ hats viewing low 
flying obstacles in a different light from 
those positioning them. A sedate drive 
back to the Vines Resort to just absorb the 
moment, not without a small but controlled 
‘squirt’ in the home straight! 

How can I better the comments of a 
previous driver from Car magazine: “This 
car has huge performance, massive brakes, 
formidable roadholding, staggering hand- 
ling, rumbustious sound effects and drop- 
jaw presence”. 

In summary, the Bentley Continental T 
— AWESOME 

The Drive Day was appreciated by all, 
it was a privileged and unique experience 
to have the trust of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars for such an event. I can say that the 
only negative I found in the cars was one 
which would have been a difficult decision 
for the design team to make. With the 
emphasis on safety and controlled driving, 
plus the relevant country regulations, the 
passenger side air bag is now situated in 
what was always the glove compartment. 
This has made it almost impossible to 
visibly and physically access the stowage 
space below while seated as a passenger. I 
cannot suggest any alternative solution 
and no doubt this presents a real challenge 
in future cars for the design team to over- 
come. 

For those interested, the Autospec listed 
prices given as at 01/03/97 were as below: 


Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn: $412,900 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur: $461,600 
Bentley Brooklands: $387,800 
Bentley Turbo R: $469,900 

Bentley Continental T: $750,000 


Since on-road costs may vary, please 
check with your authorised Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley Dealer before placing your order. 

The testing / drive day was performed 
with outside temperatures ranging from 
30° - 34° C. All roads were sealed bitumen 
and all cars had a full tank of fuel at start. 
The average load for each of the cars tested 
was three adult passengers except for the 
Bentley Continental T, which conveyed 
two youthful, excitable little boys at all 
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Twenty Horsepowers allina row. From loft to 
limousine (GYK47), David Turner's 1925 Wilkinson tourer (GSK34), Patrick Kane-White’s 1924 


right: Terry Bruce’s 1926 Park Ward saloon- 


Barker torpedo cabriolet (GRK81) and Frank Italiano’s 1928 Martin & King saloon (GTM10). 


Victoria Branch 


40th Anniversary Celebration 


By Marilyn Stokes (Editor, Victoria Branch Newsletter) 


The Victoria Branch’s 40th Anniver- 
sary celebration was held at the Royal 
Automobile Club of Victoria Country 
Club at Healesville on Sunday April 20th. 

It was a beautiful, sunny autumn day 
and the Yarra Valley was very picturesque 
as approximately a hundred members and 
guests arrived to enjoy pre-lunch aperitifs. 

Our barbeque lunch, prepared and 
presented by RACV chef Martin 
Symonds, was served as a buffet from the 
gazebo in the middle of the lovely lawns. 
We ate our meal and fully set and laid-out 
tables. Most members took advantage of 
the availability of wines. 

After lunch the attending Branch 
Foundation Members, Terry Bruce, 
Patrick Kane-White and Wally Vears, 
were each presented by our Branch Presi- 
dent George Forbes with a badge and cert- 


Federal President emeritus Russell Rolls, a 
long-time member of the Branch, addressing 
the throng. 


ificate commemorating our 40th birthday. 
Terry and Patrick gave thank you 
speeches, then George called on John 
Hurley, a member of 33 years standing, to 
tell us his feelings and memories of being 
a long-time member, which he did admir- 
ably. John then called on any other 
members who felt inclined to say a few 
words in appreciation of the Club, and 
those responding included Gilbert Ralph, 
David Jones and Kerry Wherry. 

After the speeches, the three Found- 
ation Members cut a superb chocolate 
mousse cake, made and donated by the 
RACY staff, which was enjoyed by all. 

It was unfortunate that two other 
Foundation Members, Keith Gardner and 
John Griffiths, were unable to attend the 
event. 

There were 34 Rolls-Royce and 


John Hurley, 33 years a member, expressing 
his appreciation of the Club and its Victoria 
Branch. 


Victoria Branch founder members, from left to 
right, Terry Bruce, Wally Vears and Patrick 
Kane-White, cutting the cake. 


Bentley motor cars present, from 1921 
(Silver Ghost 8CE, Fiona Forbes) to 1982 
(Silver Spirit, Albert Demarco). There 
were nine pre-war cars, of which four were 
Twenty Horsepowers, including Patrick 
Kane-White’s 1924 car (GRK81) which 
he has owned since 1947. 

It was a lovely day at a delightful 
venue, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. We thank James Wilson, 
Marketing Manager of the RACV Country 
Club, for his invitation to use the venue 
and for the RACV staff for their wonderful 
hospitality. 

Some of our members took advantage 
of the availability of overnight accom- 
modation and extended their very enjoy- 
able day. 

Many thanks to Robin Hickman and 
George Forbes for their organisation of a 
great day. 


Photographs by the Author 


We will fight them on the beaches ... sorry, 
wrong script! Honorary Life Member Gilbert 
Ralph — delighted to be a member. 


Book 
Reviews 


The 
Rolls-Royce 
20/25 H.P. 


‘The ROLLS-ROYCE 20/25 H.P." by 
Tom C. Clarke. Published by Complete 
Classics, Coulsden, England. Complete 
Classics No. 1. 304 pages, 240 illustra- 
tions. Available from the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia (New South 
Wales Branch) Club Shop, P.O. Box 
2754, Sydney, N.S.W. 2001. $40.00 
plus postage & packing. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


Itwas two Rolls-Royce 20/25 h.p. cars 
(GKC4 and GXO33) that ignited my en- 
thusiasm for the marque nearly four 
decades ago. So | approached the task 
of reviewing this book with more than 
usual interest. The author's name also 
heightened my sense of anticipation. But 
what is this | see? A paperback publica- 
tion in AS format, “sized to fit into the 
glovebox or for carrying around at 
events”; a basic, sans-serif ‘computer- 
style’ typeface usually found in more 
amateurish offerings that are printed 
down to a price. Could this book really be 
from the ‘stable’ of Tom C. Clarke? An 
author who has been involved, either 
solely or jointly, in the publication of such 
elegant tomes as The Rolls-Royce 
‘Wraith’ (P.5-86, p.1220) and The Edwar- 
dian Rolls-Royce (P.2-95, p.2533)? All 
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was soon clarified inside, where the book 
is described as the first in the Complete 
Classics series of handbooks, derived 
from detailed listings made of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars, as well as 
aeroplanes, by Bernard L. King. The 
publishers are targeting the series “at 
enthusiasts who need to identify cars 
they see on roads and at rallies...”. An 
admirable sentiment, indeed, although | 
was amused at the thought of tucking a 
copy of Tom Clarke's new book into the 
glovebox before heading off to buy the 
groceries, hoping to use it to ‘spot’ a 
20/25 here, another one there, as they 
tower above the Commodores, Falcons 
and Magnas at one’s local shopping 
centre! 

Flippancy aside — and let's make it 
clear right at the outset — the book’s 
apparent ‘down-market’ feel in no way 
detracts from what is nevertheless a pub- 
lication of superb quality and substance. 
It is replete with exhaustive detail and 
bears the hallmarks of meticulous re- 
search, practically unsurpassed subject 
knowledge and Royceian attention to 
detail that Rolls-Royce owners and en- 
thusiasts the world over have come to 
associate with Tom C. Clarke. 

There are a few minor ‘hiccups’, and 
it is best to get them over and done with 
before looking at the book’s many 
strengths. On page 5 we see the Phan- 
tom models named as Phantoms 1, 11 
and 111 (Wot! No Roman numerals?). 
Lapses in proof-reading have thrown up 
words such as “dishevilled”, and “Frood” 
(for Heenan and Froude, of dynamo- 
meter fame). Early in the text Clarke 
describes the mid-series 20/25 as having 
a S.U. carburetter, but later on more ac- 
curately refers to it as being of “S.U. type” 
— there is a more-than-subtle difference. 

The typesetting, seemingly using 
home computer software, has produced 
uneven spacing of words, especially in 
picture captions, and on more than one 
occasion a sentence abruptly finishes 
midway across the last line of a page only 
to continue at the top of the next page. 


Still on the subject of captions, with two 
pictures to a page, the caption of an 
upper photo is often aligned just above 
the lower photo, instead of being closer 
to the upper picture it is describing. 

But that just about concludes the bad 
news. The remainder of the book is a 
veritable cornucopia of facts, figures and 
photos of just about every variant of the 
20/25 h.p. Rolls-Royce, presented in 
thoroughly entertaining and informative 
style. 

Tom Clarke sets the tone with a typi- 
cally erudite introductory essay on the 
history of the small horsepower cars and 
the 20/25 in particular. He reminds us 
that the 20/25 h.p. was the most 
numerous of all pre-war Rolls-Royce 
types after the 40/50 h.p. Silver Ghost, 
which had a much longer production run. 
We learn how Royce entertained the idea 
of fitting an exhaust cut-out to early ver- 
sions of the 20/25 so as to “give the driver 
the impression of more power until the 
company could introduce more actual 
power”! He even contemplated installing 
a supercharger on a limited number of 
20/25s, an idea that never saw fruition. 
The author follows this with a detailed 
listing of all Experimental cars used in the 
development of the 20/25. This inform- 
ation is sourced, and acknowledged as 
such, from lan Rimmer’s Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley Experimental Cars (P.5-86, 
p.1218). Next come detailed technical 
specifications of the type, under the 
headings Engine, Chassis, Trans- 
mission, Dimensions and Weight and 
Performance Data. A table of coachwork 
prices for the more popular body styles 
of the day precedes yet another interest- 
ing discourse, this time on the cars that 
provided competition to the 20/25. | 
found this much more enlightening than 
an entire book about Rolls-Royce cars 
and their competitors released by 
another author some years ago. Another 
fascinating couple or so pages tell of the 
modified 20/25 engines installed in Light 
Tanks. Standards of reliability usually as- 
sociated with Rolls-Royce products un- 
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fortunately did not apply to usage in 
these rugged military vehicles. In fair- 
ness to the Name, however, it is believed 
that unrealistic loads and inadequate 
filtering were probably the culprits. The 
book abounds with numerous, detailed 
lists pertaining to various aspects of the 
20/25, guaranteed to satiate even the 
most demanding and ‘thirsty’ reader. 
Such listings include: a bibliography of 
contemporary road tests of the 20/25, 
from The Motor, The Autocar and other 
publications of the period; handbooks 
and sales catalogues for ‘The 20/25 H.P. 
Rolls-Royce Car’; and a comprehensive 
cataloguing of tools used on the 20/25, 
complete with part numbers. 

Tom Clarke proffers sound advice on 
pitfalls and good points to look for when 
contemplating purchase of a 20/25 h.p. 
Rolls-Royce, and how to look after it 
having taken the plunge. Another enter- 
taining section begins by revealing many 
of the rich and famous owners of 20/25 
cars, going on to describe the type’s later 
popularity for use as taxis, shooting 
brakes and hearses. 

Occupying no less than eight pages 
is an alphabetical listing of coachbuilders 
who produced bodies on 20/25 h.p. 
chassis. Where a firm built ten or fewer 
bodies on the type, individual chassis 
numbers are provided. A table at the end 
of this section lists countries to which 
20/25 were despatched as new cars, 
with total numbers applicable in each 
case. And here | must raise another 
minor quibble. Not only is the figure of 1 
for Sri Lanka inexplicably enclosed in 
brackets, but use of the name ‘Sri Lanka’ 
is both incorrect and inconsistent. At the 
time of 20/25 production, the country was 
known as ‘Ceylon’, as correctly applied 
elsewhere in the book. 

Those of a technical bent, and res- 
torers in particular, will gain much from 
the table of chassis modifications. Based 
chronologically by year of manufacture, 
chassis series and relevant chassis 
numbers, all modifications effected to the 
20/25 h.p. chassis throughout its prod- 
uction life are detailed here. But by far the 
book's two most important and outstand- 
ing components are the pictorial sections 
and the chassis number listing. 

With most of the monochrome photo- 
graphs obtained from the collection of 
that other Rolls-Royce authority extra- 
ordinaire, John M. Fasal, their quality 
and clarity are assured. Beginning with 
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pictures and drawings of early prod- 
uction 20/25 h.p. chassis, the exquisite 
pictorial coverage progresses through 
views of the Derby production line, the 
tank engine installation referred to 
above, and close-ups of myriad features 
of the 20/25 h.p. Rolls-Royce. Bonnet 
catches, radiator grilles, headlamp sup- 
ports, luggage grids, engines, electrical 
components, instrument board layouts, 
they are all depicted here in lavish detail. 
Pictures of whole cars are arranged in 
chronological order, and illustrate as 
comprehensive a collection of body 
styles as is feasible in a book of this size. 
| especially liked the four photos of 
GGP3, spread over two pages, showing 
the various stages of roof retraction on 
this handsome Hooper sedancalette. 
Another picture that brought a nostalgic 
smile to my lips was that of the Jack 
Barclay breakdown truck on chassis 
GSRS51. In a scene from the movie One 
Good Turn, this cosmetically-altered 
20/25 is seen towing an Austin ‘J40’ 
pedal car steered by Norman Wisdom, 
one of my favourite comedy actors as a 
child. 

The chassis register adopts a format 
familiar to readers of Tom Clarke's 
Wraith book. Each chassis number list- 
ing is spread across two pages, which 
allows for a wealth of information on each 
car. Apart from chassis and engine num- 
bers, the listings encompass ‘off test’ 
dates, original coachbuilder and body 
style, body and design numbers, original 
owner, original registration (where 
known), the car's present owner and 
whereabouts (again where known), and 
any other remarks including picture ref- 
erences from other publications. 

Finally, in keeping with its purported 
function as a ‘spotters guide’, the book 
has a checklist of U.K. registration 
numbers, with corresponding chassis 
numbers, to facilitate identification of 
20/25 h.p. cars. One imagines this would 
be particularly handy at an event like the 
R.R.E.C. Annual Rally. 

| have already dealt with this book’s 
departure from the norm of most other 
Rolls-Royce books, in terms of its exter- 
nal appearance, style and finish. Indeed, 
these very factors enable it to be sold at 
a comparatively lower price which, 
coupled with the high quality of its con- 
tents, deliver great value for money. Ina 
deceptively diminutive package, and in 
his inimitable, authoritative manner, Tom 


Clarke has produced a significant refer- 
ence work of monumental value. To say 
any more would be gilding the lily. 


ROLLS-ROYCE HERITAGE TRUST 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


~ the first cars from Crewe 


Ken Lea 


HISTORICAL SERIES No 23 


‘ROLLS-ROYCE — the first cars from 
Crewe’ by Ken Lea. Published by the 
Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust, P.O. Box 31, 
Derby, England. Historical Series No. 
23. 103 pages, 52 illustrations. 


Reviewed by Roger Thliedeman 


This is the first of the Historical Series 
books to have the post-war cars as its 
principal subject. Author Ken Lea is well 
credentialled to write about this phase of 
production having served the Company 
in senior automotive engineering 
capacities, and as an appointee to the 
Board as Production Director. He is also 
an enthusiast who has owned, among 
other Derby and Crewe cars, the last 
smail-bore (414-litre) Mk VI (B401LH). 

The cars of the immediate post-war 
period had their origins in the engine- 
/chassis/bodywork permutations of the 
Rationalised Range mooted in 1937. So 
it is these pre-war Experimental cars on 
which Lea first focuses attention, as a 
prelude to describing the later evolution 
of Mk VI, Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, 
Phantom IV and R-type production 
models. 

The author’s treatment of the pre-war 
prototypes unfortunately affects his 
choice of photographs to a dispropor- 
tionate degree. Pictures of these ‘Experi’ 
cars predominate, when just a few would 
have sufficed to illustrate the antece- 
dents of the post-war cars. It would have 
been preferable to see more photos of 
production Crewe products, especially 


those of coachbuilt cars, and fewer than 
the seven pictures of Bentley Mk VI- 
derived Crestas. This pictorial imbalance 
is the only major flaw in what is otherwise 
a quite acceptable book. 

Indeed, given the constraints im- 
posed by the size and format of books in 
this Series, Ken Lea manages to pack in 
much detail, be it technical, historical or 
anecdotal. He also discusses some of 
the key ‘players’ of the period such as 
Hives (Hs), R.W. Harvey-Bailey (By), 
Robotham (Rm) and Grylls (Gry) — al- 
though, understandably, not to the same 
extent as in companion Historical Series 
volumes. 

The Company's pre-war quest for 
higher performance cars was exemp- 
lified by the two streamlined Bentley 
prototypes designed by Frenchman 
Georges Paulin. Both receive good 
coverage here: the first, chassis B27LE 
(the so-called ‘Embiricos’ Bentley) 
coachbuilt by Pourtout— not “Partout’ as 
one caption has it; and chassis 14-B-V, 
the Bentley V Corniche bodied by Van- 
vooren. Lea reveals that only the body of 


3010 


the latter was destroyed by a bomb on 
the Dieppe docks, not the entire car as is 
commonly believed. The chassis had 
been previously shipped to Derby for 
repairs following a testing accident. 

Several pages are devoted to the 
post-war ‘Cresta’, a forerunner to the 
Bentley Continental genre of cars. All 
bodied by Farina and/or Facel Metallon, 
the Crestas are listed in a separate table 
which includes current ownership inform- 
ation (where known). 

A point for conjecture is Lea’s infer- 
ence that the post-war six-cylinder car 
engine was a ‘B.60’. The timing of the 
introduction of the ‘B’-Range of commer- 
cial/military engines, 1948, means that 
they were certainly derived from the car 
engines rather than the other way around 
as some writers have implied. By the 
same token, should the straight-eight 
engine of the Phantom IV really be 
referred to as a ‘B.80' ? 

How the political climate of post-war 
Britain influenced the Company's pro- 
duct selection and marketing is, perhaps, 
one of the more significant points made 


The 40th Annual Federal Rally 
Phillip Island, Victoria, 9th - 13th April, 1998 


PRAECLARVM 


in this book. Ken Lea attributes the hostil- 
ity of the Socialist Government towards 
Juxury cars “and the name of Rolls-Royce 
in particular", manifested in a 6634% pur- 
chase tax on cars costing over £1,000, 
as a key factor in the preponderance of 
standard steel (as opposed to coach- 
built) bodies on Mk VI and, later, Silver 
Dawn chassis. Elsewhere, the author as- 
serts that, but for the “social upheavals of 
the war and the immediate post-war 
period”, the direction taken with the S- 
Series of cars and consequent near- 
extinction of the Bentley marque would 
have been quite different. 

The Historical Series of books is al- 
most synonymous with Alec Harvey- 
Bailey (AHB) who was prolific in his 
contribution to this important collection of 
Rolls-Royce literature. Sadly, AHB 
passed away earlier this year, having 
written a foreword for this book while it 
was in preparation. It is fitting, therefore, 
that Ken Lea has dedicated his work to 
AHB, an enthusiast, erudite author and, 
above ail, a Rolls-Royce man practically 
from birth. 


As Victoria’s leading tourist destination, Phillip Island is world renowned for its nightly Penguin 
Parades, its Grand Prix Motor Racing Circuit, its native wildlife, scenic location, and a large range of 


attractions for young and old. 


The Fortieth Annual Federal Rally of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia sets out to embrace 
all of these (YES! even the Grand Prix circuit) and still more. 


It is no accident that the 1998 Federal Rally is scheduled for the Easter holiday break at a location 


suitable for the whole family. Extend your time, and make a vacation out of this holiday weekend. We 
have plenty of very good, economical accommodation arranged, which combined with the lowest event 
package prices in many years should not be misconstrued as being in any way inferior. The unique 
programme of events and social functions will make this the most enjoyable, real car club Rally. 


Your invitation, programme and registration form are enclosed with this edition of PRAECLARUM, 
and members are strongly urged to register early to secure their preferred accommodation, as well as to 
avail themselves of the substantial early-bird bonus offered. 


This is no ordinary Federal Rally — this will be a driving experience. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1922 Twenty (41G8) Hooper tourer. Docu- 
mented as the oldest surviving production 
example in the world. Still fitted with original 
engine G120 and lightweight, aluminium 
tourer body No. 5703, this car would be the 
most desirable and valuable 20 h.p. in 
Australia and possibly the world. In process 
of restoration and currently dismantled witha 
large amount of work already completed. 
$35,000. Keith Ross 067-44-1322 


1924 Silver Ghost (82LM) Park Ward ex- 
tourer converted to utility in 1950s. Very 
original (except for back seat!) with a splen- 
did history including having Sir Winston 
Churchill as a regular passenger. Mechani- 
cally restored, engine, radiator, springs, ex- 
haust, etc. by McDermotts ($130,000). 
$195,000 o.n.o. John Wagstaff 07-3366-2555 
(w) 07-3366-6851 (h) 


1924 Silver Ghost (57AU) A mostly un- 
touched 4-wheel brake chassis with some- 
what later coachwork by Cramp Bros., 
Hobart. Features include most undertrays 
and covers, Enott’s lubricator caps, red 
radiator hose still with original clips, rare R-R 
spare wheel mounts, tail-light switch for 
Australian regulations. Exhaust missing. 
Rescued from a paddock in the 1960s and 
stored since. $85,000 o.n.o. John Griffiths 
03-5254-2496 


is aE . 
1924 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landau- 
lette. Adelaide delivery new. Believed very 
low mileage. Rare opportunity to acquire a 
very authentic 4-wheel brake Silver Ghost 
with original coachwork. Both reliable and 
useable. $240,000. Keith Wherry 
02-9299-7455 (w) 02-9331-3129 (h) 


Cars For Sale 


1922 Silver Ghost (60ZG) with 1911 engine 
96A. Torpedo body to original design. Excel- 
lent condition throughout. Same owner over 
30 years. Complete with mascot and some 
spares. $200,000. Jack Ruben, N.Z. 
+64-4-476-5144 or FAX +64-4-476-5244 


1926 Phantom] (45NC) Martin & King saloon 
(circa 1935). Good condition. Original Tools. 
$50,000 o.n.o. 1.N. Lynch 015-73-9168 


1931 Phantom li Continental (61GX) Hooper 
sports saloon. Short chassis Pll specified as 
‘Continental type chassis as 26EX’. Close- 
coupled aluminium coachwork. Estimated 
130,000 miles, only a few thousand miles 
since complete mechanical and body res- 
toration. Highly desirable, eye-catching car 
with excellent performance. Original hand- 
book, history and full-size mascot. For addi- 
tional photos see Aolls-Royce Phantom II 
Continental by Ray Gentile, page 119. 
$150,000. Peggy Prangnell 048-61-3038 


1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B31CW) Park Ward 
saloon. Oxford and Cambridge Blue. Beauti- 
fully restored and very reliable, having com- 
pleted two Grand Prix Rallies to Adelaide. 
$80,000 0.n.o. John Wagstaff 07-3366-2555 
(w) 07-3366-6851 (h) 


1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B66FB) restored 
chassis ready for new body. Excellent condi- 
tion. $55,000. Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 


Cars For Sale 


1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B55DK) Park Ward 
saloon. Dark blue with black roof and wings 
and dark blue hide. Very original car with one 
owner for nearly thirty years. Interesting cut- 
away running boards. $49,500. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


aot oxo 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B14LJ) James Young 
saloon. Burgundy, new beige Connolly hide 
interior. Coachwork and chassis totally res- 
tored to Concours condition, including com- 
plete engine rebuild using genuine R-R parts. 
Winner, ‘Bentley Trophy’ and ‘Post-War 
Coachbuiit Trophy’, 1997 Federal Concours 
in Perth. A beautiful and very rare coachbuiit 
car. All tools, handbook. $75,000. Matt & 
Shirley Smith 08-9384-1203 


1954 Silver Dawn (SOG88) Tudor Grey over 
Shell Grey with new grey leather interior. 
Radio, tools, books. New paint, original colour 
scheme. New interior to R-R specifications. A 
magnificent car; first time offered for sale. 
$50,000. Allen Curtis 049-52-9260 (w) or 
019-34-6534 


1960 Bentley S2 (B434BS) Shell Grey over 
Black Pearl with grey hide. Melbourne 
delivery. Factory refrigeration. $35,000. 
R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


Market Place 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


Woy 


1958 Silver Cloud | (SGE280) Sage Green 
over Smoke Green with green hide. An ex- 
ceptionally original, two owner, Melbourne 
delivered example, right down to the original 
scroll guarantee. Last of the six-cylinder line 
and wonderfully silky. $39,500. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


LP One 
1962 Bentley Continental S2 (BC104CZ) 
H.J. Mulliner ‘Flying Spur’ saloon. Claret with 
off-white hide. Many special features includ- 
ing metal sunroof and picnic tables. Also 
fitted with air conditioning and CD multiplay. 
Not restored but in good condition 
throughout. $95,000. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


1970 Silver Shadow (SRH8566) Tudor Grey 
over Shell Grey with red leather interior. Genuine 
94,000 miles and three owners since new. 
Present owner 15 years. Excellent condition. 
$30,000 to good home only. Bill Jones 
08-8338-1874 or 018-80-7504 


1974 Bentley T Series (SBH19676) Smoke 
Green with green hide. Rare wide wheel-arch 
series. 115,000 miles. $33,500. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Cars For Sale 


1980 Silver Shadow fi (SRH38864) Cham- 
pagne over Chocolate with piped brown 
leather. Highest pedigree, first owner a 
famous Sheikh. Magnificent condition, com- 
plete service history. Very reasonably priced 
at $39,500. Pran Gohil 02-9873-5515 


a Sa 
1987 Bentley Mulsanne (BSH21860) Claret 
with beige hide. Australian delivery. Memory 
seats model. Picnic tables. $99,500. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


1996 Bentley Brooklands (BET57520) Red 
Pearl with Sandstone hide. Balance of new 
car warranty. 4,000 km. only. $325,000. 
R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


Parts For Sale 


For early Silver Ghost: two large Lucas duplex 
self-generating headlamps, type WO 82, 
good unrestored condition with original 7 inch 
concave lenses. $2,200. John Griffiths 
03-5254-2496 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour prints 
are perfectly acceptable. Please do not 
send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Parts For Sale 


Phantom Ill engine/gearbox coupling part 
number G78463A. $200 or exchange for a 
new Phantom | coupling. Alan Robert 
07-554 1-4500 or FAX 07-5541-2835 


Set of aluminium mudguards, new, suitable 
for small h.p. model. Made in the style of Park 
Ward. Suit tourer, saloon, etc. $2,000. David 
Axe 02-9955-2352 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: one pair of front wings/mudguards 
for 1925 20 h.p. Anything considered as long 
as they are restorable. Martin McCarthy 
049-95-6197 


Wanted for veteran Silver Ghost: Bosch type 
ZR6 magneto. Will purchase or exchange for 
type D6. Keith Wherry 02-9299-7455 (w) 
02-9331-3129 (h) or FAX 02-9290-1676 


Wanted: parts missing from 1927 Phantom | 
chassis 39LF, engine number YC55. The 
flywheel, including friction ring, retaining 
plates etc., and the flywheel cover and clutch 
pressure ring are missing, possibly 
misplaced when the engine was recondi- 
tioned in Sydney 10 years ago. Ideally | would 
like to locate the original components all of 
which would carry the engine number YC55. 
Otherwise, parts from an LF or RF series or 
what have you? Alan Robert 07-554 1-4500 or 
FAX 07-5541-2835 


Literature Wanted 


Back issues of R.R.E.C. Bulletin and Flying 
Lady. Martin McCarthy 049-95-6197 


Handbooks for pre-Silver Shadow cars 
wanted. Originals only, no later reprints 
please. Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 or FAX 
09-383-3523 


Services 


Jonathan White has resumed making hand- 
made number plate frames after moving to 
Queensland. Frames are made of % inch 
angle brass, brazed mitred corners, 
prepared to perfection prior to plating. 3 ml 
clear acrylic for plate protection. Any size 
catered for. $65.00 plus postage. 
07-5534-4441 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring = DISC Inner hub plate 


; / 
"Air valve 
— extension 


Curved 
air valve 


"air lock assembly 


r lq » 
Spanner? — 
All you need to fit new Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your E Bone 
Pre-WWII Classic. * Hiepano-Gulza 
Write, phone or fax Lagonda 
for full infomation. 


¢ Bugatti 
© Delage 
LMARR DISK,LTD 8 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
D1 


Services 


Sliver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Services 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and. Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $236. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
"Phone/FAX 07 1-61-2512 


IF YOU WANT THE 
BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


Services 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy arestful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 


‘heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 


restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


R.A.M&Dermott & Co. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 27 Years 
Revealed!!! 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 


-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
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PRECLARVM 
Display Advertising 
If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Advertisements may be submitted in camera-ready form 
or typeset and laid out to your requirements on the Club’s 
computer system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 


Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 
* UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Daily. 


’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 
FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 

0.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 


| 
/EPLACEMENT 
! ARTS CO. 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 
Bodied « Complete Weatherstrip Packages «- Glass e 
Workshop Manuals ¢« Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million 
Dollar inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


Engine Bearings 41% mains .030 $375/set , 42 mains .020 $325/set. 

Post War 6 cyl. Rod Bearings Std. $350/set Thrust Washers - 66% discount $100/set of 4 
Cloud/Ss, R-type Trunk Seals $39. Shadow/T Trunk Seals $29. 

Early Shadow Hubcaps -non-vented- New $275.each 

Early Bentley “T" Hubcaps- non-vented- near mint $225.each 

Cloud/S Tune-Up Kit $55.(points, condenser, rotor, upright cap) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
Visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.$.D. or $Aus., no problem. 
International shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. 
PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 


(MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
VILLA RICA, GA 
30180 U.S.A. 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 
‘* e poe 
Neil McLean Automotives €a 
Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 
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PHONE FORA QUOTE ON; 
Melbourne Adelaide Perth Sydney Brisbane Hobart Darwin 
(03) 9584 7266 (08) 294 9000 (09) 479 3555 (02) 9587666 (07) 892 2776 (002) 238 333 (089) 852 477 


Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Insurer: Sun Alliance and Royal Insurance Australia Limited. ACN 005 297 807 


yy 
YD McMILLAN BODY 
“AQ ASSESSMENT REPORT 


A NEW SERVICE FOR 
ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 
OWNERS & DRIVERS 


Fora mere $25 your car will be inspected at McMillans, Australia’s leading authority 
on Rolls-Royce & Bentley bodywork. We will give you a full, written report on the 
condition of your car, including: 


PAINT DOOR SEALS 
TRIM FELTS 
UNDERBODY GLASS 


CHROME WOODWORK 


STAINLESS STEEL WATER DRAINS 


At McMillans, we are passionate about how your car looks and feels right now, and 
how it will serve you in the future. Because we repair and restore more Rolls-Royce 
& Bentley motor cars than anyone else in Australia, we know all the warning signs. 
Some are so subtle that you'd never notice them until they’d gained a hold on your 
car - and your cheque book. Although we focus on the repair and restoration of the 
best of British motor cars, we also believe in the Chinese approach to medicine 
where the role of the doctor is to keep the patient healthy rather than treat the 
illness. The McMILLAN BODY ASSESSMENT REPORT costs only $25, but it could 
save you thousands. 


ROLLS 


25-27 Regatta Road Five Dock 2046 
Phone (02) 9744 5111 Fax (02) 9744 5517 
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